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Abstract

The poverty discourse in Bangladesh and elsewlnmerecient times has regressed in
human terms from the notion of poverty impliciTagore’s as well as the ILO’s
“basic needs” concept. The motive desiring povettgviation is certainly to

alleviate the real distress of disadvantaged peoples calls for inquiry into the
nature of real distresses of different categoriesuxh people. The intense distress of
millions belonging to ‘untouchable’ communities nahbe measured by their
incomes. The various kinds of distresses of disgdgad womenfolk of the country
in a male-dominated society are also not just astjoa of incomes. Innumerable
people of the country are being victims of varikumgls of terrorism and barbarism
that call for inclusion of means of physical sgfas an important component of their
“basic needs”. And classes of people dependentti@r earning primarily on raw
muscle power face uncertainty as to the continmatibtheir muscle strength to keep
thus earning, so that the question of continuitthefr earnings is also vitally
important. To understand such attributes of povartg also to seek permanent
redress thereof it is necessary to undertake catalg, and not simply quantitative,
research. Finally, people’s awareness of povestyat static but dynamic, related to
the demonstration of advancing living standardsa keountry like ours where the
affluent and the disadvantaged live in close phatgcoximity this demonstration is
all the more striking.

A serious neglected question in the poverty dissmoig that of keeping those people
who live in abject distress (poverty), engagedasifive pursuits of life rather than in
negative pursuits like engaging in anti-sociaf@ndamentalist activities.
Incremental progress in ‘poverty’ counts is no aesto this “problem of turbulence
of the other half of the glass”. What is needetbibring such people in the fold of
communal solidarity formations where they may getemtal ‘home’ as well as
participate in different kinds of positive colleaiinitiatives. Structural change is
needed to enable the bulk of disadvantaged peogleeisociety to be freed from
patron-client relations with influential quarter&r(alik’s) to be able to form
solidarity groups of their own for mutual supportdacooperation. The masses of the
people need also to be made literate in order tserdéheir capabilities. Method of
acquiring literacy in a very short time is now aalile, and a national campaign in
this direction is urgent.

Finally, on such an intimately human question fik&erty/human distress the
concerned people themselves should be involvedtiimiag its dimensions.



1. Retrogression of the poverty discourse

Ninety years back Rabindranath Tagore gave a cooncegevelopment’
that implicitly carries with it a notion of povergs well:

“One indicator of a developing nation is that tmsignificace of every
individual is disappearing. To the extent poss#leryone is acquiring the
right to claim the full glory of humanhood. Thupke of such a nation are
contemplating how everyone will live in decent”(bdhachito”or like decent
people) houses, get decent education, eat wethelell, save themselves
from disease, and will enjoy sufficient leisure amdividuality.”

Note that on the question of development Tagokethbf whatpeople not
experts are contemplating. And he is particularly kndi@nhis deep
insights into the human mind. The wodkcent as well aseisure, in his
statement are also significant.

In the mainstream development discourse the natiébasic needs” that
attracted world attention was first enunciatedh®y International Labour
Office (ILO), as follows:

“ Firstly, ... certain minimum requirements of anligy for private
consumption: adequate food, shelter and clothisgvell as certain
household furniture and equipments. Second, engiss$ services provided
by and for the community at large, such as safeilrg water, sanitation,
public transport and health, education and cultia@ilities.... The concept

of basic needs should be placed within the cordkatnation’s overall
economic and social developmelmtno circumstances should it be taken to
mean merely the minimum necessary for subsistefitadics added.)LO.
employment, Growth and Basic Needs: A One Worl@lErn.Geneva.

1976.

Especially noteworthy in this concept is that “lsaseeds” of humans have
not been viewed as means to somehow subsist -etioeot includes
cultural needsas well that carry the sense of ‘leisure’ in Tagaklso
noteworthy is that such needs have been seen stdtasbut needs in the
context of the overall state of socio-economic dgwument of the concerned
state, a notion that is implicit also in Tagoredian of ‘decent’.



Unfortunately, in recent times the notion of “baserds” of humans has
become considerably narrower, when thoughts areateg to develop
rather than contract with the passage of timeT@jlay, as in many other
countries, “basic needs” in Bangladesh are meddwe so-called
“poverty line”: The Bangladesh Bureau of Statistioscollaboration of the
World Bank, has conceptualized this “poverty lipeihcipally as a “food
basket” representing a fixed number of caloriedjraglto it expenses
incurred for other items by families who consums tiven number of
calories. (2)

| have discussed elsewhere (3) that such a ‘poliedyor for that matter a
conception of ‘basic needs’ in effect expressesraern mainly for
preserving the@hysical labour poweof the disadvantaged people — | shall
call these peopldhukhi(distressed) manughthe language of the Father of
the Nation - with a non-serious nominal allowanmetheir other needs.
Such notion of poverty and concern for poverty\adigon treat these
people, as it were, not as human beings but asttigkfrom which others
can extract milk, meat and physical labour. Sudionof poverty is
inhuman and may be said to represent nothing philasophy of crude
exploitation of human labour. A human concern fovgrty must represent a
concern for alleviating real human suffering anatia the lives of the
dukhi manushBut are their sufferings and wants mainly roatetdaving

less than needed calories or, for that matter, lesly incomes?

2. The nature of distress dfikhi manush

It may not even be known to many of us that a laggulation in this
country —harijans, dalits, mnuda, muchi, rabidas, kaora, &agal, bagdi,
nagarchi, sweepers, rishi, buno, manota, bedeyhddlear etc— belonging
both to Muslim and non-muslim communities are rdgdras ‘untouchables’
by the wider society. They are not to be physicallyched by people of
other ‘classes’, they are not served tea in thdgida tea stalls, their
children are not welcome in schools. Quite a lateskearch undertaken in
the programme of RIB (Research Initiatives, Bang$n) has revealed the
soul-stirring nature of the distress of these comititas which can neither
be measured not alleviated by money. The bulk ohbess of these
communities have also lost their landed propertgwifully as they have
lacked the social power to resist such misapprigmiatThe total population
of such communities is not formally known, but drént discourses of
knowledgeable quarters refer to this number as haysvbetween fifty to



hundred-and-fifty lacs (5 to 15 million) with thember ofharizonsalone
constituting about 15 lacs.

Apart from such hapless ‘untouchables’ living ledssubhuman social
status irrespective of their income status, pewpiaany localities are living
lives in constant threat from terrorist plundetledir lives honour and
property, and this dire lack of security is alsaradicator of their acute
distress. This includes the plight of indigenouspde of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts who for generations are being thrown ouheir land unlawfully.
News of land and property of powerless people imtaad Bangladesh also
being taken away by barbaric violence and suchlpabpwn into
destitution are also appeariung frequently in teesimedia — is it sufficient
to note that they were above the ‘poverty line'doefsuch disaster happened
to them? And even if iaggregatancome counts the percentage of people
above the ‘poverty line’ is rising, large numbefgeople are still falling
below this line from above it being victims of vaus calamities, some
losing everything they had — can the dire pairhoke thus falling below the
‘poverty line’ from above it be said to be offsgtthe ‘joy’ of those who are
rising above it? Can the social ‘utilitgained by a given rise in someone’s
income be said to equal the social utility lostfély in income by the same
amount of someone else? Even a more humane quatboe son of a
family moves ahead in wealth and income by plumdganother son’s
possessions, is it legitimate to say that the gargmould rejoice if in the
aggregate the family moves ahead? Why shouldeietbe the same sense
of value in assessing whether a society is movirepd?

Nor can the constantly oppressed and terror-stitikes of a large section
of the country’s womebe improved by merely increasing their income.
Countless women are deprived of flowering into #thdd because of early
marriage; countless are daily oppressed physieathin the family;
numerous others are constantly in fear of unjustrde; and following such
divorce (or death) of husband it is difficult far ;xany of them to survive
with honour. Not to speak of one’s own hunger,riga@ choice between
giving a morsel of food in one’s child’s mouth a&eping one’s honour the
mother’s mind and body get paralysed, and her Ghalce cannot be
predicted or assumed. In such reality seeing tiestepn of distress of
women in a linear scale with first calorie then twnis manifestly unreal
and inhuman — their intense dual need i.e. feedirgs child and protecting
one’s honour whip them simultaneousigan the unspeakable pain and
social dishonour frordorra(stick beating) or stone-throwing in pubbta




hapless womahe obliterated by raising her income above the épgMine’

— isn’t this the acutest indicator of her poverogpwithstanding her level of
income? Countless parents do not also have thestteaend their teen-age
daughters to school feeling reasonably securestietill safely reach
school and come back home, a question of secumtylich also the
‘poverty line’ does not grant any allowance thasush a necessity - if not
for safe transportation not even for two mobile pd® the gift of modern
civilization, with which a girl and her family calilat least be in touch when
she is on the road. Finally, the “basic needs lasewomen is also in so
many cases in the control of heads of their fasmiie that their incomes
under their own control may hardly rise with sugfovision. Is the “basic
needs” basket-type provision for womenfolk suffitien such a
dishonourable fearsome unequal family relation sowal environment of
intense insecurity?

There are numerous other instances of intense ktetuggle of people in
this country which are not reckoned in the poveaynt. Rickshaw pullers
may for the time being be above the ‘poverty liteit many of them may
not be able to retain this earning ability losingstle strength for pulling
passengers. Many others in the labouring class toaveke a living doing
very hard labour which they cannot sustain forreglenough period even if
they are currently above the ‘poverty line’. Thiae turrent poverty count
ignores the question of sustainability of incomgsiso that of social
security against likely future joblessness as aglbld age. And are the
distressed not also entitled to some time for celand recreation as in the
thinking on human needs of Tagore and the ILO?

One would propose that it is vitally necessarydnsider the distressed
people not primarily as suppliers of physical lablout as human beings,
and to conduct inquiries directed to understantiiegmanifold miseries of
their lives to seek lasting redress to them. Saghiry calls for qualitative,
and not merely quantitative, research into thesliokpeople.

3. Incremental macro-poverty alleviation and ‘the peoi of turbulence
of the other half of the glass’

Even after all this a very big question remainssukse that somehow the
aggregate poverty count shows that over a yegréheentage of people
above the ‘poverty line’ has risen from, say, 6@20 A reality continues,
e.g. that 38 per cent of the people still remaideurihe ‘line’ (and as



discussed many of them have previously been alhevéine’ and have
fallen under it due to circumstances of the kinémtioned). How can these
38 per cent be expected to cooperate positively suth a ‘development’
process, particularly those among them who do e@tasiy promise of the
process raising their personal status early erfduginy shouldn’t many
among them reject such ‘development’ and engagetirsocial, even
terrorist, activities individually or joining ansiecial quarters including
fundamentalist camps? | have been calling thislprolithe problem of
turbulence of the other half of the glasficremental progress in poverty
alleviation is no answer whatsoever to this prohletmether such progress
Is at the rate of two per centage points a yeanae, as long as the ‘other
half of the glass’ remains sizeable to create, gremote, serious instability
in the society. The poverty discourse world-wide haen ignoring this
‘problem of turbulence of the other half of thegfa and in most countries
including Bangladesh that are experiencing someeid@ment’ in the
reckoning of experts intense social instabilitgamtinuing and even rising.
Thus mere incremental progress in aggregate pogetigt is no answer to
the possibility of collapse of social order in axountry(a totalcondition
vis-a-vis_marginatondition for progress). And from the point of wief
social stability as well the problem of acute dist of a significant size of a
society’s population remains a vital problem eviépaverty alleviation’ by
conventional counts continues at a significant. rékes problem boils down
to the problem of finding ways of keeping the ‘athalf of the glass’
engaged in constructive life-ascending work eveemwtemaining below the
‘poverty line’.

In reality, the size of this ‘other half of the g&is larger than current
poverty counts suggest even considering incomerpoane. The reason
Is implicit in the Tagorian notion of developmestwell as in the ILO’s
“basic needs” concept — to human beings the natigpoverty’ is naturally
relative, notabsolute(recall James Duesenbury’s “theory of
interdependence of consumer behaviour” (5). Sethieglish antenna or
dazzle of marriage ceremony in the neghbour’s hausehildren might
also naturally wish to become sudinadroloks, and to attain such
standards one may get inclined toward grafts onesior terrorism of
various sorts. The frequent hijacking of mobiless&t the streets of
Bangladesh is only a small indicator of such iratiion. The teen-age
daughter of a rickshawpuller committing suiciderfiot getting a new frock
on the occasion of Eid — a news itenTimeDaily Staron the eve of Eid last
year — is also a most painful manifestation of samviareness of poverty as a



relative awareness - how can such girls be paldfietelling them that they
should not commit suicide for not getting the newack in Eid because this
has not been sanctioned in the “basic needs” bagkebverty experts? As
assessed by the relevant Inquiry Commitee, thente@ion-shaking revolt
and barbaric killings of officers by members of Bengladesh Rifles
jawans have also been motivated directly or indiydwy the high disparity
of salaries and perquisites of jawans vis-a-vis¢hof officers. Even after
this assessment, if true, is there any reasonoimptacency if 60 per cent of
the country’s population have indeed crossed a lsvypoverty line’? It
also needs to be remembered that because of thelé@igity of population
in the country the elite and the dowtrodden ofdbentry have to live and
move around in close physical proximity of eacheotbo that the
demonstration of luxurious living hits the downtdeah rather hard in the
eye, so that in this kind of society the problentwfoulence of the other
half of the glass’ is likely to be rather serious.

Finally, hasn’t the very awarenesspaivertyarisen from interpersonal
inequality in standards of living? The notion wakiown to earlier
egalitarian societies and is unknown to such {edigenous) societies even
today. If so, then shouldn’t poverty count be akdated with such
inequality (or the nation’s overall economic andial development as per
the ILO’s notion of “basic needs”)?

4. In search of social solidarity

One way of reducing the pain of different sectiohdistressed people in a
society — whether they are above or below a gipeneérty line’ — is to give
them some kind of social solidarity, secial capitalas this is often referred
to. In this respect deep insights are found inliverary works. For example,
the deepest ‘poverty’ of Ratan in TagorBe@stmasteworking in the office
of the village Postmaster was not in terms of fand clothing — her deepest
want washuman companionship- a mental ‘hom@hich she had found in
the Postmaster. This is why she wanted to clinfgrowhen the Postmaster
was transferred. Deserving of deep reflectionss #the case of Apu’s
mother inPather Panchalof Bibhutibhusan Bandopadyhay (vide the
second of the trilogy of Satyajit Roy’s world fansotnilogy), who had
asked her son not to go to Kolkata for collegeis&itiut stay in the village
as an ordinary village priest — she also had na whfood-clothing-shelter
working and living in a well-to-do family, but diseneeded a mental ‘home’
that her son represented to her. And it is thik tfacompanionship in one’s



distress that Tagore has expressed in one of hgssanawmo dukkher
shadhon(the fulfilment of my pain) — where the persorpiain is saying
“the moment that came for you and | uniting througi pain got lost when
| saw pity in your eyes [instead of companionshimy pain]”. It is through
such companionship that the distressed find conridtteir distress even if
the cause of distress is not immediately removadsTinding a mental
‘home’ the distressed can move on through one&sdistress with a
positive mental frame, and without such a ‘home2 amy be more easily
prone to taking a negative role in society.

Such mentally ‘homeless’ people may get ‘homesbeégoming members of
‘solidarity groups’ thereby becoming part of a ective identity, a member
of a bigger ‘family’ which will give one comradeghin one’s joys and
sorrows as well as come to each other’s assistardiees need. Such
solidarity groups can contribute to the membersneenic and human
development as well through mutual cooperationassistance by thinking
and acting together, and members of such groupgyais self-fulfillment
by contributing to the development of such colletin many places in the
country such solidarity groups of disadvantagedfeebave been and are
being created whose members have joined handswittan values to help
each other in advancing together through theislsteuggles; are founding
their own group saving-and-loan funds for assisggnanembers in need;
are initiating and managing different types of ce@pive economic social
and cultural activities with a positive outlooklti@ notwitstanding their
economic poverty (6); are mobilizing themselvesrésistance against
terrorist-type onslaught on their lives, propentygl daonour. Some external
agencies like Nijera Kori, The Hunger Project, RRsearch Initiatives,
Bangladesh) are also inspiring and assisting tmetius forming solidarity
groups to move on with their lives in positive, aree collective self-
engagement without financial assistance, suppavhich RIB and The
Hunger Project following RIB have introduced a rieand by way of
animation work to promote ‘gonogobeshona’ (peoptekective self-
research) (7). By such initiatives all such disaddaged people are not
necessarily moving above the ‘poverty line’ sooowrh, and many such
people are remaining below such ‘line’ in theietimes, but in positive self-
engagement in life’s struggle.

But all taken together such initiatives are stilacsmall order in relation to
the multitude of distressed people in the soci8oftution to the problem of
the ‘turbulence of the other half of the glassslie much wider spread of



such mutual solidarity and cooperative formatioméclv can engage this
‘other half’ in positive self-engagement, and wisateeded is to generate a
social wave to spread such formations throughausttiety so that the
distressed may get mental ‘homes’ and move on girdleir live’'s

struggles humanely and creatively pooling themkiig and other resources
together as they themselves decide.

5. The challenge of development and poverty

Indeed, the challenge of development and for thatenthat of poverty may
be seen as engaging all people of the societyeiritiallenge of life’s reality
and possibilities in positive, humane creative pirsin such pursuit the
economic poverty of different persons will be gaedtreduced at different
rates with many seeing the end of their lives ichspoverty, many of them
sacrificing their personal needs to advance theidien in their lives and
themselves dying with this sense of fulfillment;mgpahowing their creative
talents in specific directions and thus fulfillitlgemselves notwithstanding
living in poverty; many working for others’ welfage in service of the
ecology notwithstanding their own poverty and legvine world in the end
with no regret. In the history of mankind in alcgeties in all ages this is
what has happened — in no country has economiafyovkall people been
alleviated in any phase of its development, buydrogressive phases of its
history substantial masses of the people havecgaated creatively in the
development effort of the countrn recent times a self-aggrandisement-
oriented development philosophy has overwhelmethatss now in deep
guestion with the global economic meltdown. Thidtdwvn has not yet had
any effect on the mainstream development and ppdestourse of the
world — only Barack Obama is propagating the plotsy ofcommunity
servicewhich is the call of the Universal Declaration-ifiman rights as
well, as against the individualist development géalphy that is still being
espoused by leading world economists (8).

It is noteworthy, however, that three of the foretrmlosophers of the
world — Karl Marx, Mao ze dong and Rabindranathdrag- have not held
such view of poverty. Marx and Mao actually neveedithe term ‘poverty’
and never identified ‘poverty’ as a problem to b/ed. Marx had said that
after the socialist revolutioine working class will create its own history.
During this elaboration of its own history manytleé working class would
inevitably breathe their last in economic povebyt freed from exploitation
by others they would demonstrate their most creatientity — this was the



essence of Marx’s dream of social revolution. Is\aéso his dream that
some day the working class would reach such a heigbroductivity that
there would be plenty for all to consume, but usiith a stage were to be
reached the question of what percentage of theingtass would remain
‘poor’ was not a question for Marx. Mao was alswareconcerned with
such question, saying after the Revolution tidtina has stood up”, i.e.

the world will now see what China can do. And theole world is now
seeing how this giant is standing up to becomewvirdd’s mightiest
economic power — in this process of standing umecoc poverty in China
has reduced at a rate faster than before the tevo/bbut many, many
Chinese since after the revolution have nevertealesd in poverty and are
doing so even today. And Rabindranath Tagore Stud:problem of

poverty is not a serious problem. Lack of happings$ise main problem...
and happiness lies in engagement in creative laatdhas wealth in itself.”
(9). Tagore also viewed the lack of opportunity dogative engagement in
life as the principal problem and had endeavouraddpire and mobilize
people in his estates to engage in numerous tyfpaslective development
initiatives. Thus in different languages all thédse=e social philosophers had
identified the opportunity to engage in creativerkgoas the most basic need
of humans and toward this end had wanted to segrtimeotion of mutual
solidarity and coooperation among them, as créatf people of small
means grows manifold in the framework of coopera{t®). In fact, the
power of unlimited creativity is what distinguishtt® human species from
other species, and in this sense the need to sgdtis power may naturally
be viewed as the most bakiemanneed.

In Bangladesh also it was not heard that aftdibiésation its people had
wanted their problem of poverty to be solved — maag plunged into
collective nation-building activities with whatevessources they had (11),
and many others were ready to thus plunge if thdhad come from the
Father of the nation. Today they are being calbfp@and are being seated
on the other side of the ‘poverty line’ for headiots with the promise of
alleviating their poverty, a promise that many rjecting and are engaging
in anti-social activities, including many who amcbming fatalists and
joining in fundamentalist religious camps in thgopb®f ‘poverty alleviation’
in the other world. Indeed, the advance of religiundamentalism may be
seen to owe itself in a large measure to the dehi@aljust share of human
civilization and human dignity to the great bulkmefman population while
‘civilization’ is advancing. The ‘poverty line’ dhe current poverty
discourse is not talking of this deprivation, buthe ultimate analysis it is
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this deprivation that may be said to be the prialcgharacter of world
poverty. And this poverty cannot be alleviated aadial stability cannot be
attained by considering the basic needs of humsuasstatic basket of goods
like those of livestock, and promising this bunatiehe distressed in macro-
incremental terms, asking the distressed to waigmpidy for one’s turn.

6. Structural change and mass literacy

Needless to say, major structural change is cédliesh order to create an
environment conducive to the formation of solidagtoups in the country
and for that matter of all round socio-economicalegment. In particular,
the need for agrarian reform (involving both lamdl avater rights,
marketing and control over technology) is urgemtffeeing the greater mass
of the rural population from the current patrorentitype of dependence on
the so-called ‘malik’ (master) class. Agrarian refovas a promise of the
liberation war and was a major proposal of theé filanning Commission
which the then goverment turned down. The presdmy party promised
agrarian reform in its election manifesto (10). &dajation of experts saw
the Prime Minister on 22 March this year invititg tgovernment to take
early steps in this direction. No response hasabgen forthcoming, and it
appears that like after independence vested insenesy be resisting such a
move, and wider social awareness and pressuretodsdcreated for this.

It is also very urgent to make the masses of thatry literate in order to
expand their opportunities for employment, to cotepe the world market
more knowledgeably, to be saved from many typdsaofl like thumb-
signing false land transfer papers unable to reaohf and overall for faster
progress of their lives. The countries in East Asiawn as “Asian Tigers”
who have shown fast growth with considerable eduétye all given priority
to mass literacy. The theory of ‘capability’ advanent in modern
development discourse also imply advancement arfribint. The Prime
Minister has promised to make the country fullgrd#te by 2014, but on this
front also no viable practical step has yet bekartaToday we have in our
hands modern methods of imparting literacy very+fas.g. the method of
“chhobi diye pawra shikh(“ learning to read with pictures”) developed by
Professor Ahsanul Haque with which anyone can learead and write in
about a month or so. Students and youth of thetopaan be mobilized to
impart literacy to all unlettered masses of thentguwith this method
within a year or two. From the middle of 2008 patia youth of the country
have launched a voluntary campaign to impart lderaith this method to
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unlettered masses in many parts of the countryaandunts of success are
flowing in (13). Earlier this year a delegation wemthe Education Minister
proposing a nationwide mass literacy campaign ugirsgmethod, but in
this respect also no positive move is being seerhdps vested interests
who find it advantageous to keep the masses dli¢eio be able to exploit
them in the many ways that this permits are regjstlich a move as well. It
Is, therefore, important that social pressure beegeed in the country for
urgent mass literacy campaign as well on a natidescale for which a
fast-acting method is now in our hands. It remaiggeat shame that when
our very independence struggle started with ouguage movement a large
bulk of our masses are unable to read and writieam own language so
many years after independence.

7. Conclusion

In the light of the discussion in this paper thagbice of drawing the
‘poverty line’ by experts or international agencaesording to their will
from outside the lives of the people concerned btmbe rejected. Unlike,
say, physics, this question is not a questiontwdra science — it is a
guestion of what deeply pains or distresses peagiegestion of their
awareness-hopes-and-aspirations in the contekeafdaily lives, and also
a question of social stability whose answer catedbund without
interaction with the distressed people. Externatigceived indicators of this
nature naturally remain dissociated with the awassrand actions of the
people, and the nation remains prone to major dsions notwithstanding
progress in terms of such indicators (like the \mgak-up of Pakistan at the
very height of the “Decade of Development” celeiorad of its rulers and
foreign experts excited by the high growth ratedbentry was showing in
the aggregate), so that the motive for using sanditators and its value
become questionable. There are methods of congtiftaapeople on such
guestions like sample surveys, dialogues with comtias, ‘gono
gobeshona’ (“people’s own collective deliberatign®& Parliamentary
Committee may also be formed which may ask peoplested
representatives to initiate sessions on this questith communities in their
respective constituencies which may subsequentiysbd to formulate the
indicators of poverty with the assistance of experCan it be hoped that the
opinions of the distressed people themselves witjilgen due weight in
future in assessing poverty and for that matteebtigpment itself?
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*English version of paper presented in a semingawised by The Hunger Project.at the
Press Club auditorium at Dhaka on 8 June 2009,

Notes

(1) Both Rabindranath’s and the ILO’s indicators cannygroved, e.g. none has
mentioned old-age social security, and the ILO'asib needs” concept has taken
family as the unit while intra-family income/propgpower relations are a major
guestion in many societies.

(2) Poverty assessment for BangladeRte Development Series, World Bank
Office, Dhaka, October 2008.

(3) Rahman, Anisur. (2004). “Globalisation: The Emeggideology of the Popular
Protests and Grassroots Action ResearB8htion Researci2.1. March.

(4) The Chronic Poverty Research Report 2004-05 hangiue imortance to this
guestion. But this report also has treated powesty mere income question.

(5) Duesenbury, James.(1948)come, Saving and the Theory of Consumer
BehaviousHarvard University Press.

(6) A number of such initiatives have been reporteldumratul Ain Tahminaet al
(2008).Shubidha Bonchitoder Srijanshil Udyog Onushandifaochar o
Prosdhar (Part 1)Research Initiatives Bangladesh.

(7) A recent detailed assessment of the work of Nieya has been presented in
Barkat, Abul (2008)Development as Conscientisation, the Case of N{&nain
BangladeshPathak Samabesh. Dhaka. An assessment of ‘goesigofa’ in the
programme of RIB has been presented in Islam, M{2009).The Poverty
Discourse and Participatory Action Research in Badgsh.Research Initiatives
Bangladesh. Many other NGOs are working with disatlaged people, but their
works are not mentioned here as they involve eatenonetary assistance to the
disadvantaged whose continuation is uncertainhagittinterest micro-credit
oriented as well.

(8) e.g. Sen, Amartya K. (1999evelopment as Freedoi@xford U. Press. The
Human Development Index of UNDP (HDI) needs alsmborporate an index
for concern for others, or else Nazi Germany magime in the front rank
according to this index. The conventional HDI indeay be multiplied by a
factor x = percentage of the society’s populat@imoi/e a certain age) engaged in
some sort of community service.
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