Ladies and Gentlemen,

The winning of the Grainger Challenge Prize for 20§ Professor
Abul Hussam and Dr. A. K. M. Munir carries very sjz
significance.

You have learnt from today’s souvenir that for sal/gears now
arsenic contamination in water has assumed frigigen
proportions in countries like Bangladesh, Indiap&leand China,
and this poison has started surfacing even in thieetd States of
America. Particularly in Bangladesh this menacemesl
proportions of a serious epidemic in the ninetesl the World
Health Organization declared this as a major nhtlisaster. It is
particularly significant that this epidemic has&gplly been
ravaging low-income people, since the rich haventieans of
avoiding use of arsenic-contaminated water by gafon non-
contaminated water, and if they are somehow atthblyearsenic
poison they have the means also of undergoing sapeseatment
and choose appropriate food to handle this haZ4wel social
impact of this menace upon womenfolk of low-incofiaumilies is
also immensely devastating. While the indifferemcthe
country’s growth and poverty statistics to the ietpaf this
epidemic including its impact on women is very @eable, it is
one of the three brothers of the Hussam family hérge been
involved in arsenic-resistant research and whorgsdo the
mainstream economics profession, Professor Abutd&8awho has
called for developing an indigenous concept of pgvier the
nation. And it is under his leadership that the itissbased NGO
“Manab Shakti Unnayan Kendra” (Centre for Developtr
Human Strength) has been taking a leading rolkearptactical
application of the technology for arsenic resiséana centre
which has conceptualized development not as gro@DP but
as the “opportunity for flowering of the infinitatent strength of
the Human species”. Taken all these together,dbalsand
development philosophy of the Hussam brothers lagid t



dedication to service to society are immenselyimggpfor all in
this country.

Professor Abul Hussam and Dr. A. K. M. Munir stdrtkeir
scientific and technological research in respoaghé challenge
of arsenic poisoning quite some years back, amaetet this
challenge they searched for such technology thatduoe within
the means of the principal prey of this menacee-div income
populace. The Sono Filter is the result of veryickted and
extraordinarily competent research which fully fies arsenic-
contaminated water. This filter is being used ®regal years in
about 100 villages in Bangladesh in eleven of igsidts in a
programme of Manab Shakti Unnayan Kendra and altloase of
a number of other NGOs, as a result of which thassbeen no
victim of arsenic poisoning in these villages otler last three
years. The Government of Bangladesh with the teelhni
assistance of the Environment Testing ProgrammAirfeenic
Mitigation examined this technology

and approved it in 2001, and the
World Health Organisation also approved this in288éclaring
that it exceeds the standard of the Organisationrioontaminated
water.

The Sono filter can be produced with local matanany country,
needing no imports whatsoever. One Sono filterscastund two-
and-a-half-thousand taka which can serve the nafguigrification
of water for drinking and cooking of two averageesl families.
People of low income can if necessary form thein gnoup
savingsamities and take loans from sushmiti if needed to buy
this life-saving filter if they need such finnciéd the self-help
group saving and loan programmes that many lowrrectamilies
have formed in Bangladesh, India and Nepal. Andebknology

Is completely environment-friendly. Such instanfa response to



a threat to human lives of such a major proportinat is so simple
in its application and so inexpensive to produseare in the
history of applying science and technology forwedfare of
humankind in human civilization.

For the Hussam brothers, the greatest prize they déarned is the
successful ground response itself that they haa@odered to a
menacing threat to human lives. Winning the Greirigfeallenge
Prize has added a major institutional dimensioa eorld scale to
their outstanding contribution. There are manyrima&onal prizes
in the world all of which are not above controvelsyparticular
there are allegations of the working of questioaatiéology
behind some of them. Many scientific and technaali
discoveries and inventions are also taking plackiding
treatments of deadly diseases, which are beyondce#wh of low-
income people and which are bringing benefit ratberational
and international business interests, and manyaf giventions
are also not environment-friendly. You have hehsat the
Greinger Challenge Prize for finding an answerrsziaic
contamination in water was announced for devisitechnology
for clearly benefiting humanity, the expenses farck would be
within the means of low-income families, which waile reliable
and whose benefit would be sustainable, which wbeld
consistent with the life style of low-income pegpidich would
not be dependent on constant use of electricityciwtie arsenic-
affected countries can easily produce with thein omaterials, and
which would not contaminate water in any way thatild be
difficult or expensive to remove. The Hussam farhidgd on their
own tirelessly dedicated themselves for devisirdhgechnology
from out of their sense of service to humanity véhsegccess had
also been acknowledged quite some time past. The fter that
they devised has won the Greinger Challenge preeigely
because the ideology of this prize has also beenigely
humanitarian, and by winning this prize their intten has
legitimized and fulfilled the ideology of the priself. This by



itself, in my view, is also a significant contrilbort of their
outstanding invention.

Another major significance of this achievementis brilliance of
the pride sons of this so-called poor country thestdemonstrates,
and the application of this brilliance in genuinartanitarian work
that is bringing world recognition. This can seagea great
inspiration to the youth of this country. It is fgrvent wish that
honouring this achievement on the premises ofdhdihg seat of
learning of the country will invite the higher learg-seeking
youth of our country to strive to give similar aoots of
themselves inspired by the brilliance and senaceumanity
demonstrated by the feat of the Hussam brothers.

Professor Hussam and Dr. Munir have demonstratddeiutheir
unflinching dedication to the service of humaniyydmnating the
greater portion of their prize money toward prodgcsono filter
in Bangladesh and in neighbouring countries andtdvurther
research with this work.

Taking all together, this achievement is a greatétor
Bangladesh. Thousand hats off on behalf of our tgomen to
Professor Hussam and Dr. Munir. Your great achierdrhas not
only created a weapon to slay a formidable enentnuofankind,;
in the context of globalization today which is mddarge enabling
the powerful within and outside the country to et exploit the
underprivileged by the very use of science andrteldyy, your
invention stands out as a shining exception bghtgacter that is
unambiguously applying science and technologyHentelfare of
greater humankind. | wish you long and continuowséative life
so that your exceptional talents and love for hikmahmay
continue to be applied for the good of world hurbani
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