Poverty, overcoming poverty and self-realization -
insights from people's self-initiatives inBangladesh*

- Md. Anisur Rahman

“Outwardly the species is thrown naked, armourlasd weak in all respects
while its soul is freed to fly. Elated by the jdytlos freedom it cries out: 'l
shall do the impossible!” meaning | shall not accept that what has been
happening all the time will continue to happen -atmtoes not happen will
also happen". (Tagore 1921."The Call of Truth”.3@1)

1. Introduction

This paper presents a gist of grass-roots experginc
Bangladesh of creative self-reliant initiativesdefadvantaged
people to promote their lives independent of gorent and
NGO programmes, and of some Participatory Actioadaech
(PAR) initiatives in the country, and reflects #gom upon the
concept of poverty, the problematic of overcomiogerty,” and

the philosophy of development.

2. Glimpses of people’s self-initiatives

324 self-initiatives of disadvantaged people a#othe country
have been reported by a team of 70 journalists wgriaver the

last three years for Research Initiatives, BanglhdRIB) (Mukta



et al2005; Morol 2005; Tahminat al 2005)? The special
gualities that have been looked for in searchimgth initiatives
are: creative initiatives to promote people’s sddfectives with
positive outcomes, the initiatives not dependenbaiside
material assistance but not ruling out bank loamsjvational
support, technical inputs and advice from outsidepresent just

a sample:

Aqgrarian revolution through land redistribution

A social leader of villag&laheswarchand&ast of Kaliganj thana,
Jhinaidaha district, mobilized farmers of his \gkato deliberate
for days and days on how to improve their econaanit social

life (Morol 2005 Part 1.pp 1-4). This resulted mluntary land
redistribution in 1996, with land leveling and rerabof
boundaries for collective farming. Agricultural ersion officers
joined them to advise on modern farming technoloQyamatic
rise in production and earnings resulted. All rogndective
development initiatives in economic and social sexctollowed,
and villagers including the youth meet regularlg#&iberate upon
and review activities and progress — an exampfgpohtaneous
“participatory action research” or “people’s prdgi&hman, Md.
Anisur 1985).

Union of science and farmers revolutionise agrigalt production




Farmers of Bandobilla area of Bagharpara upazi#asore
district, formed “agricultural clubs” where Agrigutal officers
were invited to come and advice on a regular laswsol Part 1
2005 pp 4-7). The officers responded, came regutarihe clubs,
tested soils and advised on optimum cultivatiorciicas on
different kinds of soil. The result was revolut@oy jump of
production per acre - from less than 20 maundsper in 1998 to
about 100 maunds by 2002. The example starteddipggand
similar clubs started being formed in neighboungas. By now
the upazilla has 22 such clubs, contributing tongineenal rise in

land productivity there.

Fish Revolution in lliotganj

An agricultural and fish farmer mobilized 52 farman
dhanuakhola village in lliotganj union, Comilla glist, in 1988 to
undertake collective fishing on agricultural laihet gets
waterlogged in the flood season precluding agncaltfarming
(Morol 2005 Part 1. pp 118-159). His slogan smsve yourself,
save others’ The initiative paid off and spread. Today them a
about 50 very profitable collective fish projeatsthree upazillas
of Comilla , some of them quite gigantic, one i) 350

farmers of seven villages pooling their land.

Innovative duck nurseries:




Once a poor egg seller has built in an wetland byethe “growth
connecting road” in Nasirnagar Upazilla, Brahmaizbdistrict a
large nursery of about 1200 ducks, where farmedoafmstream
areas lease in ducks from duck farmers of upstie@as when
water level in upstream areas is low, rear the slagid sell the
ducks and eggs, and when water returns to theaegmatareas the
ducks are sold back to their original owners —l laf

innovative 'sharecrop-farming’ with ducks benefitinoth sides
(Morol 2005 Part 1. pp 214-216).

group fish faming by the "hard core poor"

Another enterprising group gurguri village in Kundupukur

union, Nilfamari sadar upazillaf two unemployed young boys

and six women of very low income families (one wid@ne wife
of a landless labourer with uncertain income, dednusbands of
others not earning enough for family needs) stameding out of
acute poverty without any support from outsidetswtavith
(Morol 2005 Part 2. pp 310-313). These six perdonsed a
samity and managed to take lease of two-and-aabadf low-lying
land at a nominal rent for fish cultivation. Witbag return from
fish they were able to buy eight cows and theioime rose above
a lac taka within a year-and-a-half. Thereafteredelp by way
of credit for them to move further forward. Seethg impressive
entrepreneurship of this group the upazilla fiskeoffice came
forward in 2002 to give them a loan of 32 thoustaid free of

interest repayable in five years. With this loa@ samity rented



and engaged labour to prepare a whole marsh foctiftivation,
bought a net and heaps of fishlings and feed famtHime,
fertilizers, etc. for large scale fish cultivatiorhe fortunes of the
samiti members, self-managing the samity with haock and
strict discipline, have changed dramatically, arihw three years
the samity has also been able to repay half olodne — an
exemplary example indeed of appropriate credibhéovery

disadvantaged to liberate their latent group enéregurial talents

in large scale productioim contribute not only to augmenting

their own income but also to economic growth ofrthidlage.

productive enterprises by low-income farmers

A poor farmer_ Omar Ali of Cherenga villagé Jaldhaka upazilla,
Nilfamari district, got a loan of 3000 taka fronetKrishi Bank
which he put into egg plant and fish farming thatrdatically
changed his fortune (Morol 2005 Part 1. pp 110-1kP)hree
months he had a profit of fifteen thousand takanfeggplant
alone after festive distribution of the produchis neighbours.
With the profit he invested further in milch cowdagoats. In one
year his earning was more than 80 thousand talaKTfishi Bank

of Jaldhaka also initiated the formation of nineugps of low

income farmersind gave them a total loan of 216000 taka and

helped them with technical know on vegetable fagnpoultry
and fishery. Fortunes of these farmers have statiadging
dramatically (Morol 2005 Part loc. cit). The benefit has spread
to other poverty groups in the village by way céaper

employment and wage of day labourers, rise offfigiret



business, and stimulation to unemployed youth teggaged in
creative ventures like poultry and biogas produrctigth cow-
dung after taking training from relevant governmeffices. And
some farmers have started storing the productssékes and sell
them outside by-passing the middlemen, coiningva teem for

this activity -" rakhi business ("keep it ourselves business").

nursery enterprises by a "hard core poor"

Masud Rana of Sripur village in Sundarganj upazilangpur
district, had only 70 Taka in his pocket with winice bought
guava seeds and started guava cultivation in msektead. His
father gave him 1300 Taka to buy a bicycle to Inefp with a
transport, but he invested this money to extendhiisery. His
income started rising and he subsequently bougltighas of
land to extend his nursery. A decade later todaig logvner of

two large nurseriesarning 9-10 thousand taka a month and has

six farm hands plus a number of day labourers (&ajrwho have
found employment in his nurseries. (Morol 2005 Ragp 180-
183).

group saving-and-loan inititiaves of low-incomepk

And there are impressive accounts of poverty gragosing out
of poverty through group saving-and-loan initiasva their own,
and even without loan but with technical input frootside
abound in the country. There are numerous seiiteitl_saving

and loan societies of low-income groupghe country's villages




whom either micro-credit from external sources matsreached or

who themselves have not gone for such credit bemsgre that

they can handle it. There are, for example, "maobkht" (fistful of

rice) samitis of womenf extremely low-income households

whom micro-credit from external agencies do notheae.g.
"mushtichal mohila samity" of dalanbari village,d&sngan;
upazilla, Noakhali district, self-managing savingestment and
loan operations (Morol 2005 Part 2.pp 305-307); sindlar
samiti of wives of rickshawallahs, van drivers dma-income
farmers inpirgachhavillage, shapara union, Gaibandha district
whose members set aside two fistful of rice andtaka saving
daily from which loans are given to samiti membersvarious
small scale economic initiatives (Tahmina, Raj, M@t al &

others 2005pp 103-4). The fultala bazaar small businessmen's

savings and loan schenreKhulna started in 1981 with 296

members which gives productive, business as wallsgess
loans to its members, including rice and khoil l@athout
interestwhen rice price goes up, and has also a pensimnse
and an educational support programme to meritormasneedy
children of the members, is another particularlgraglary case
(Muktaet al. 2005Part 1. pp 61-76). The great merit of such
saving and loan samities is that they are not stkbgedictates of
outside loan agencies as to the terms of repayrszetof group
formation, etc. and move forward with their ownesibf saving
and loan and other procedures. Among other advasialis is
also immensely more cost-effective not requiring auatside

personnel to supervise their operations.



Accounts of numerous other instances are knowmmimg to
light, of some initial capital of more than "micrpfoportion,
obtained from a bank or from friends or neighbaarrselatives
without a "micro-credit” type rigid repayment schéx or some
capital somehow saved by oneself, having dramétichhnged
the fortune of poverty-stricken persons in additioontributing

to economic growth and promotion of employmentillages.

productive use of every inch of land

And there are also outstanding examples of intgstiwithout

creditof acutely poverty stricken people to move forwaiith

outside technical assistance arfBne is the case of a government

Agricultural Block Supervisor Md. Hamidur Rahmarspexd at
Chuhor block in Pairabandh Union, Mithapukur Uplazil
Rangpur district, who saw the landless labourezsetbaking rice
only with chilly at the end of days of hard labode wondered
how he could help them live better. He went frorordo door to

motivate and teach them productive use of everly afidandthey

had in and around their households, by way of nategl
vegetable, poultry and fish farming, and producfmmnsale of
organic compost fertilizers with homestead, watel &arm wastes
combined scientifically with chemicals. The initis started in
1995 with 55 men and women, whose economic staays g
rapidly. Today 1200 families are intensely involvadhis ‘self-
reliant revolution’ under direct supervision of Mtamidur

Rahman. Many other landless in all the villagesaur@huhor



farming block have followed suit, whom Mr. Rahmasite to
advice. (Muktaet al 2005. pp 100-117)

"hard core poor" women move forward with improvee s

Another example of science for poverty alleviatibrough
productive initiatives without any credit is thepdipation of the

technology of improved ovens six villages in Beltia Block on

the outskirts of Jamalpur city. Block SupervisodBBChandra
Das from the Agricultural Extension office of Japal learnt this
technology from the Science Laboratory at Dhakaiark®99
motivated and trained a number of women of "harme gmor"
families in these villages to make improved ovdimiay there
are 70 women's and 20 men's samities with a tatahloership of
1350 making this oven by visits to villagers' horokarging 100
taka only net of material cost for making each ovéhe total
saving accumulated in these samities taken togetbey is
nearly 250000 taka. Members of the samities aerabking
further earnings by vegetable faming in their haeads and in
environment preserving work with tree planfinfMorol 2005
Part 2. pp 308-309)

"rakhi business" of chilly farmers

Mention may also be made of chilly farmers of kéladipanof

Nilfamari who have organized a hat (village marketdhe village
and are managing the hat through an elected haindtee, to
bypass the farias (trading middlemen), another @awrf "rakhi



business" to retain the surplus from sale of theaducts

themselves.

Villagers build public library

Dihi union public library, started in 1977 by theeal youth in
sharsha Upazilla, Jessore district is a libramhwidifference
(Mukta et al 2005 pp 8-33). In addition to providing books for
reading the library also provides training to farsni@ modern
farming, poultry, forestation, health and familyaphing, the
history of the country etc., and organizes eye cargps almost
every year. It also manages a nursery. The libgargs stipends to
meritorious students of low-income families. Land the library
was contributed by an illiterate villager. It iswrwith

contributions from villagers including low-incomeqple who
contribute 4-anna, 8 anna - whatever they can. Syam@s from
the government and NGOs were taken, but offereefith
(smugglers) were refused. Now the venture is fedlif-reliant.
The library is run by voluntary labour of local t&&rs and others.
Today every school of the union has a branch eflthrary under
the supervision of its teachers, and the librarykers are

involved in developing the education programmethefschools.

Public library created and run by yoghurt seller

A young man in remote Battala village in Chapainagan;

district, who could not pursue studies as his fatoeld not
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provide money to buy him books, started buildingualic library
in his village in 1969 with earnings from sellinggurt. Today he
is lending books to 100-150 poor students every gf@augh
whom he is fulfilling his own unfulfilled dream sthooling.
Student loanees of books themselves donate taottaeyl books
they buy after reading them (Morol 2005 Part 14fppi4).

Many other initiatives have been reported, such as

- instances of heroic struggles of women abandoned
by husbands or husbands unable to provide them, to
stand up with dignity by hard work. Mothers with
children who have lost husbands or have been
abandoned by them have not married again in order
to save their children from uncertainty or ill treent
in new family, and have gone through the challenge
of life to bring up their children with single-miad
dedication sacrificing their own “basic needs;

- voluntary initiatives by low-income groups to set u
and run schools for their children;

- numerous instances of persons from very low-income
groups preferring fulfillment of artistic/innovagv
urges — singing, painting, sculpture, block design,
artwork with bamboo or clay, textile designing,
innovation of agricultural implements — to higher
incomes doing other kind of jobs; some such artists

even training free-of-charge other low-income youth
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with similar urges, living very modest lives
themselves and aspiring to give exhibitions in Ghak
rather than earn high income;

- instance of one blind person earning whatever ke ge
by singing to families, often starving all day wiils
family, because he thereby csihon a chair in
listeners’ housesa privilege that both he and his wife
prefers to higher income he could get by begging;

- the poignant case of a rickshawpuller-cum-clay
model designer making exquisite models of dwelling
mansions and selling them, with the distant dream
that some day the proceeds of these sales witleenti
him to live in a mansion like those;

- inspiring accounts of indomitable courage and
determination of so-called “disabled” persons (an
unfortunate coining by others for those some of
whom prefer to be called not “disabled” but
“specially challenged”) to face physical handicaps
with honour and dignity — e.g. writing with legs or
elbows and going to school and seek highest degrees
including accounts of such heroism inspiring even
normal children of low-income groups to go to
school;

- and many other initiatives of varying such natures.

The “kajoli model” pre-schools for children of theard-core

poor”
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To this set of creative initiatives should be adtted“kajoli
model” pre schools for children (Ahsan & Imran 2p85those
who are referred to as the “hard-core poor”. A vielto friend of
the disadvantaged coming frdajoli village, Sripur Upazilla in
Magura district who does not believe in helpinggeavith
money gave a room in his premises in the villagstaot in
January 2003 a pre-school for children of “hardegooor”
families who had never thought of sending theifdzkn to
school. Twenty six such families were invited todea child from
each family to the school, with the condition teath day the

parents of one family would feed all the studentthe school.

The first reaction of the parents was: “how canfeexl so many
children? we are so poor!” When the simple arithowgs
explained to them that it was to be 26 childrencioe day only,
and they certainly fed their own children for 3g/sl@f the month
(four days being week-end days), they agreed neathile joy of
the child whose mother comes and cooks and feétseathildren
in the school on one specified day knows no bounabio says
they are “poor”? S/he is the class captain for tlaat, serves all
her/his pals, and leads the physical training efdlass on the
green outside for that day. The school is manageamhb
association of the parents. News of the schookpesad far and
wide in the country, and well-placed villagers swtietic to the
disadvantaged are coming from distant places t@asddearn in
order to initiate such school in their villages. Byw nearly 125

such schools are running in different parts ofdbentry, with

13



local people contributing rooms or land voluntafdy the project
and local persons coming forward to supervise theals free of
charge. In some of these schools the parents exefh(taka each
toward the teacher’s salary (in other schoolsithisianced by
contributions from the local well-to do) even thbugpme parents

themselves starve some days of the year. (Maqdde: p04).

Participatory Action Research

In another series of RIB-supported initiatives disntaged

people are getting together for participatory actesearciiPAR)

— being calledyonogabeshonépeople’s research”) in
Bangladesh - discussing their problems togethetaidg
initiatives to promote their economic and socialditions with
mutual cooperation. With RIB’s collaboration anathgency, the
Hunger Project, has also initiated PAR in seveonsof the
country (Mahmood 2005: 2006). Positive gains iryway degrees
are resulting - e.g. security and income-raisingective saving-
lending schemes and collective economic projeetiction of
wastage of income through gambling; mutual soltgand
mental support in their distressed situations. FARSO
generating pressure-group activities by peopledsigs with
success in some places, e.g. collective bargalmmgomen farm
labour for equal wages vis-a-vis male labour, gajraccess to
public services previously denied to them becadiskeair low
social status. Women engagedjonogabeshonare coming out

of their traditional inhibition to speak out in digdsand to do what

14



previously was viewed as “men’s” work. Their statushe family

is risingas they are contributing more to family incomed are
also being able to opine and argue on family issutsbetter
articulation and reasoning than before (Rahman, Wttiur,
2006: 31-33).

Over and above this kind of gains, a rather newemess among
the disadvantaged is emerging from some of tges@gabeshona

initiatives, on the primacy of access moeans of thinking together

as a poverty-alleviating resourd® number ofgonogabeshona

groups have analyzed and concluded on the impatafnthus
thinking together, which is opening up avenuesof@rcoming
their poverty that they had not thought of previguand also that
they had often frittered away resources by notkihig carefully
about their use and could do so again, unlessttheaking
capacity is enhanced lgpnogabeshongdRahman, Md. Matiuop
cit: 27-29; Ali 2006: 15-16).

Three steps in “poverty alleviation” of the “unthables”

A search for the so-called “missing poor” by RIBitis
gonogabeshonaitiatives has revealed deeply poignant existence
of numerous “untouchable” classes in Banglafeshhese
communities in general live in dire material poyeth addition,
being “untouchables” they do not have access tel$iaind tea-

stalls for a cup of tea or a plate of meal, andr ¢fgldren avoid
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going to schools not only for pecuniary reasondisb as other

children bodily shrink away from them.

Life of a number of untouchable classes have beigdgd up
through PAR as by systematically getting togetmel a
deliberating collectively they are realizing thatauchability is
not "divinely" ordained but a human-made taboo taat be
challenged by their collective strength. They hstated getting
mobilized and are challenging. The following acdoaifiprogress

on this front is worth narrating many times over:

The untouchableishi community in Satkhira mobilized
themselves throughonogabeshonand among other activities
demanded that the local hotels serve them. Thdshgtdded to
their collective pressure, but marked their utensdparately to
assure other customers that they would not be denvetensils
used by the untouchables. Still this was some pEgF “poverty

alleviation” step oneTherishi community then sought to set up a

pre-school on the “kajoli” model described abovhkirtEen
families were found with children of pre-school aGeming to
know of the vacant thirteen seats very low-incomashn
families approached them to send their childrethi® school, but
wanted that their children eat separate food sent their
families and not food cooked by thshi families. The school
started in February 2006 with this arrangementertéeless a big

step forward toward integration - “poverty allewst’ step two.
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In a few months the final barrier dissolvedll the children in the
pre-school are now sharing the same meals. Whgtogarthe
non-‘class-conscious' child of any family to drinkkm the same
glass with her 'untouchable" class-mate or to i@téste what is

in ‘that plate’? - “poverty alleviation” step three

Such empirical evidences of people’s efforts tonpote their lives
invite a re-examination of the notion of povertydhe challenge

of poverty alleviation. To this we now turn.

3. The poverty and “poverty-alleviation” discourse

The concept of poverty

“All human beings are born free and equal in digraéind rights” —Universal

declaration of Human rights, Article 1.

Meanwhile, much of the current poverty discoursg ¢@ntinued
to follow what | have termed the “livestock” appecbeto poverty
count (Rahman, Md. Anisur 2004, p 11). It is thecafled “cost
of basic needs approach” (World Bank 2006: p 6; Mabd 2006:
p 25), which reckons the “basic needs” chiefly asmany
calories, with an arbitrary allowance for educaon healt. For
international comparisons of progress in “poveflsnaation” it

has become customary to follow the “dollar-a-dagp@ach first
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initiated by the World Bank (World Bank 1996); Isi&2006: p 57
Table 3.1).

Many omissions in such a “basic needs basket” egoonted out
(Rahman, Md. Anisur 1997b). Some of the more seriou
omissions are education and health expenses tekienisly; cost
of school transport of girls to avoid being assaditbn the way;
guest hospitality; marriage expenses, religiousvals and
expenses for funeral rites; old-age care. Omissidhe last one,
in particular, confirms the “livestock view” of tfi@oor” insofar
as old, ‘unproductive’ livestock need not be ‘mained’. What is
obvious is also that one cannot naturally stay teoded” with
such a “basic needs basket”, and must move up lena, by fair
means or foul, or sacrifice calories to meet sofrte@other
essential expenses or, for women unable to defeardgelves
with this kind of resources, submit to physicallaimn. And why
shouldn’t one aspire badly to have a personal wiattbday's
world, and also consider oneself “poor” if one @& antitled to a
telephone set (if not a mobile one with civilizatia further step
ahead) or electricity in the house minimally neeeg$or modern

living?

And, indeed, the country is getting some credit gwaverty-count
thus reckoned is getting reduced by some percemaigés every
year (Mahmud 2006: p 25-26). What is being ignonedddition
to the absurdity of the “basic needs basket” beimgnarked for

“the poor”, is what this offers to those who at &mye remain
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below the “line”, besides a statistical probabifty each of them
to be admitted in the “stable” in the coming yeauich statistical
probability, one suggests, can hardly be sufficiertissuade the
more impatient of them to refrain from drawing th@aggers to a
passer-by or committing other anti-social/immom@hducts in a
bid to jump their turn. And they are, in fact, metraining from so
doing, seeing as they are the ris&atipatis (multi-millionaires)

in the country and their ostentatious life stylEisere is, therefore,

a guestion of dealing with this likely turbulendetloe ‘other half

of the glasswhile waiting for turns to cross the “poverty Ifinar,

speaking more positively, to keep this “other halfhstructively

rather than destructively engaged in the pursuif@through

their continued poverfy This is also a humane question by itself,

if so many people have to live in poverty for yemrgome and

perhaps die without seeing the end of the turnhed the size of

this “other half’ is much bigger than the “liveskocount” gives
us, if we allow the people to have a sense of riglat decent

living in the light of average lifestyle of society

And, finally, it is not clear what exactly would behieved if all

people below the “poverty line” today waited patigmnd were,
someday in the distant future by which time livetgndards of

the privileged will have advanced further, abletder the

“stable”.

So much for the absurdity/inhumaneness of the ntipeverty

count discourse in its own terms, what with coumtimose that are
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crossing, and those that remain outside, the ‘liBet there is

much more to consider in a human approach to testipn.

Pressing non-economic needs

There are many pressing non-econoneeds of disadvantaged

people. The search for creative self-initiativeaves attention to a
few of them: security of disadvantaged powerlessam in an
‘uncivilized’ male-dominated culture to which angyerty
discourse must give very high priority; widowedairxandoned
women'’s first-order concern for welfare of theiildren for

which they sacrifice their own “basic needs”; ditignd inventive
urges for whose fulfillment even persons of veryameans are
seen to give priority over higher income at the gimaof choice.
And, of course, elimination of the “untouchableigsta from all
categories of the human species as a fundamentau

consideration.

The writer has been personally asked the questivon’t these
people, economically very poor with whatever othiegent needs
and urges they have, nevertheless, need food'fiiatize a
puzzle, indeed, to decide which need comes fins¢&ds must be

ranked_hierarchicallyAnd this is where the failure to understand

the nature of very basic human needs has occuksdnalyzed
by a team of Latin American development thinkedeeade-and-
a-half back:
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“Fundamental human needs must be understood as a
system the dynamics of which does not obey hierarchical
linearities. This means that, on the one hand,ealns,

per se, more important than any other; and, on the other
hand, that there is no fixed order of precedendhen
actualization of needs....Simultaneities, compleangtes
and trade-offs are characteristic of the systeralsabiour.
There are, however, limits to this generalizati&mre-
systemic threshold must be recognized, below wtiieh
feeling of a certain deprivation may be so sevina, the
urge to satisfy the given neethy paralyzeand overshadow

any other impulse or alternative.”

The case of starvation may serve to illustratedhaarly.
When the possibilities of satisfying this need seeerely
impaired, all other needs remain blocked and desiagd

intense drive prevails. But such a situation dagshold

true only in the case of subsistenitas equally relevant in

the case of other needs. Suffice it to say that tatk of
affection, or the loss of identity, may lead torexte self-
destruction”. (Max Neeét al1989: p 44jtalics added).

Indeed, the evidences provided by the creativeaties of the

underprivileged as well as by the PAR work with the

“untouchables” lend support not to the linear louthte systemic

view of poverty. Ask if the threshold for a stargiwoman offered

a bowl of rice — for herself and/or for her stagvinfant - in
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exchange for hdamonour; is the rice bowl or her honour. Can it be
different for different women, and even for the sanoman at
different times facing such intensely, very paihfutompetitive
choices, depending on where the ‘paralysis’ stritersat the
particular moment of choice? Similarly for the stag
untouchable offered food thrown on the street treshvith a dog
— can we predict the nature of his paralysis dtgphaticular
moment? Or, to relax with a ‘fever’ rather thanglgsis, what
will be the choice of a possessed painter, betvadeetter-paid job
that will give her little time for painting, versaslower-paid job
that will give her hope she may give an exhibitadibhaka some
day? And doesn’t the riverine and rain-soaked Badaegh
produce natural poets and singers who would na gp/
composing and singing ferrying boats in the colsithy
notwithstanding the low earnings from such occupétiA mother
would and does, sacrifice calories for herselfinarice her son’s
education, so that even if she were given suffidiecome to buy
the “basic needs kit” there may be constant leakfrgen her Kit.
And some mothers of the "kajoli model” pre-schaoaie saying
that one of their motivation to send their kidsatool is that this
raises the status of their families, poor and séighas they are in
the community (Magsood 2006: p 3). The choice eftilind
singer and his wife between social respect acogpemiodic
starvation, and non-starvation income by way ofgueg also
deserves some contemplation. The behaviour of the
rickshawpuller-artist who is saving the proceedsrthis clay-

mansions in preference to meeting some or othesicbheeed” of
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himself or his family for a distant, perhaps netebe fulfilled,
dream of living in a mansion himself, is explair@abhly by the
systemic and not the linear view of poverty. Aradgive a macro
example of historical moment, the independenceaygteuof
Bangladesh as of other nations has shown peomettarg their
material poverty to fight and die for national sgéftermination as
that is where the ‘paralysis’ has struck at thalfimoment of

reckoning.

It is rather odd that modern poverty discourseditempted to
Impose an extraneous linear preference pattexgn se.much
calories first — on low-income people which thesepie
themselves do not show that they follow. Actualhe notion of
human needs as a systapplies not only to “fundamental”
human needs but also to needs at higher levefscome. The
choice between spending one’s high but still lichitkecome on a
more luxurious housing and on a more luxuriousicat
determined by a linear preference pattern but bydymamics of
personal/family psychology and deliberations andado

environment.

Given the systemic nature of human needs, basiombasic, we
all do nevertheless aspire at the end of the d&mate access to
resources in aggregate monetary terms from whictvisi to
keep the freedom to spend as we like accordingdb,

hierarchically ordered preferences, but decisiariglie momerit

A case for drawing a monetary “poverty line” asragmatic
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guiding measure, therefore, remains. But this shptgferably
have some normative as well as empirical basieratan resting
on external thinking on “basic human needs” thatrast operative

in reality.

In fact, the original formulation of the “basic ms& concept by
the ILO had indeed a more humane notion of basdsef all.

This conception of “basic needs” included two elatae

“Firstly, they include certain minimum requiremenfsa
family for private consumption: adequate food, s&hednd
clothing, as well as certain house-hold furnitund a
equipments. Second, they include essential services
provided by and for the community at large, suckais
drinking water, sanitation, public transport andlbig
education and cultural facilities... The concepbasgic
needs should be placed within a context of a nation
overall economic and social development. In no

circumstances should it be taken to mean merely the

minimum necessary for subsistence(ll'O 1976: p 243;
italics added).

One suggests that this must also be in line wighprception of
basic needs of the deprived, and wonders how andhase hands
this humane notion of basic needs got replaceddylivestock”
notion™. This “livestock” notion, as | have discussed eisere

(Rahman, Md. Anisur 2004), corresponds to a “clabpur”
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ideology for market exploitation of labour rathban a
“humanist” ideology. All humans have a right todeart of
modern civilization. And it should not be necessarargue that
the notion of poverty in the human mind is a relat&nd not an
absolute concept. As a relative concept, followimg natural
“demonstration effect of advanced consumption steasf’’, the
“poverty line” must then also rise with rise in tbensumption
standard of upper layers of society. Who can dbaythe sense
of “poverty” of a slum dweller in the city of Dhakes aggravated
when the “dish antenna” came in the building nexthe slum?
And that every car driver aspires to buy an Ei@¢edor her wife
worth worth at least Taka 1000? And it is this atgense of

poverty of humanghat causes them affliction that needs to be

addressed as a human question, apart from thig la¢so a social

guestion of equity and social stability.

A “basic needs line” in line with the ILO’s concegt, in fact,
exists in all societies governed by a modern fisgatem. It is the

income tax exemption limiassessed implicitly as a level of

income below which comfortable living is not podsitwith
modern standards. This is a measure given by ‘deatioc
systems, with formal or informal negotiations betwdeaders of a

society and the government and hence with sociofreralp

validity. Unfortunately, however, this is regarded to be an

allowance only for the well-to-do in societ/hy should this

level of income not be reckoned as a desirablermim income

for all in the same society, in order to grantltaight to a share
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in modern civilizationrather than having two standards of “basic

needs” for two different strata of people in thensasociety”?

However, for all in the society to reach such alas far out into
the future if this were feasible at all, as we klisicuss later.
More importantly for the immediate present, uniesse of the
non-economic dimensions of poverty are tackledhanfirst
instance, many specific social categories (e.guhtouchables”;
destitute women risking physical assault) may neven be able
to move toward such a level of income. Hence, agtléor the

present, for addressing poverty as a human as edpgos

‘livestock’ conceptthe non-economic dimensions of poverty need

immediately to be reckoned as a first-order quastiats own
right. In other words, for addressing human cooddiof real
economic-cum-social distress we have to addressrpoas a

systemicnotion that it really is and not as an income-maion.

overcoming poverty

With such systemic notion of poverty, overcominygay is not
just a matter of raising people’s incomes/entitlate¢o goods
and services. The amelioration of many kinds ofrd@tion and
social environments of human indignity and inseguwbviously
requires strategies of a sociologicalure, aimed at improving
social awareness and a sense and culture of regpaaman
dignity and equality irrespective of the naturené’s social or

occupational status.
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A key strategy for overcoming poverty that disadeged people
are themselves showing in many places is joinimglador
collective economic and social co-operation in aetg of ways,
placed as they are in situations where they camuich less as
individuals to raise their economic and socialathereas real
possibility of moving forward by mutual co-operatiexists.
People’s collective thinking stands out in the skdor people’s
initiatives as a powerful motor in generating cneatdeas and
motivation for taking initiatives to move forwarooth
individually and collectively. Collective thinkiniprums also
provide much needed mental support to povertylstrigeople in
their many-dimensional distresses which by itsatf be poverty-
alleviating in the systemic serfdeHence the facilitation of PAR
and people’s workshops and such other populadsditberation
forums deserve to be reckoned as an importanegtrdor
addressing poverty. Allocation of resources farhspurposes
should, therefore, be important, just as intellalstuindustrial and
business managers, etc. have access to resour@eEmtoze their
own forums for collective deliberations and colieetaction. For
disadvantaged people beyond school-going age, ateeseans
of thinking through processes like PAR is in angecanore
immediately relevant to promote their self-engageté life for
overcoming their poverty, than access to formakatian and

thereby ‘entitlements’ to jobs.
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An obvious strategy for addressing poverty is &dsspread the
demonstration of successful efforts of the povelégses
themselves by way of people-to-people study tcamd,enhancing
mutual cooperation among them - i.e. “technicabperation
among the people themselvEsThere is enough evidence of
such demonstration already sparking off similatiatives among
newer groups in neighbouring areas. There is tiete&ay to
convince people understandably hesitant to pluntgenew
ventures because of little or no risk-bearing ahithan

demonstration of actual success of such ventures.

And a lot of voluntary actioby better placed people including

youth is called for to speed up the process of ackment - by
way of working with poverty groups to give them mation and
bring to them relevant technical knowledge, conoest social
support, leadership if necessary and, above atiyadeship to
hold their hands in distress which means such tlttem,of the
types witnessed in Bangladesh (and must be in rathey
countries). The very positive role of some agriaut officers and
teachers in the country to give unpaid “overtimetvace with
outstanding social dedication for economic educati@and
cultural progress of disadvantaged people goessigtie grain of
the international labour standard of 40 hours akvedeservice.
The interest of villagers of some education antustt supervise
the “kajoli model” schools without financial compgation is
another such example of altruism. The same holdgdinintary

social service action by the youth in so many @a&aich
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altruism that is being shown spontaneously is aue® for
overcoming poverty whose augmentation by imagieativ

strategies should be desirabfe.

While efforts to address poverty in the above seasginues, the
problem of the “other half of the glass” raisedabe i.e.
problem of those whose poverty cannot be redressed enough
to give them a stake in the social order - thatvisrlooked in the
current incremental approach to "poverty alleviatioounts must
also be addressed. The tendency for substantiakels of this
guarter of the country's people toward rejectirgggdisstem, and to
be attracted by anti-social activities or religidusdamentalism
referred to above, is very real and may be undedsas a
response to a sense of continued social deprivatithout hope

of improvement early enough.
creation of poverty and need for structural change

What is also very important to note is that thithéw half of the
glass" itself is not a static quantity that couddrogressively
reduced by incremental action and eventually elatad given
sufficient time if its turbulence could somehowksgt under
check. Poverty is a dynamic process in which is ge¢ated and
recreated all the time by an oppressive and maatipel social
structure. It is well known that powerful quartere
dispossessing weaker quarters of their assets fardy housing
and financial assets — by various unscrupulousnoftolent,

means throwing them into poverty if previously tivegre not
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there or had come out of it. Sudden large expetseslso throw
people without adequate reserves into deep povistjong as
such processes of creation and re-creation of ppeentinues,
the attempt to reduce poverty by incrementallyingisncomes of
poverty groups by amounts, in factwalking up a downward
falling escalator.Such effort may never eliminate poverty from
the system unless the downward glide of the eswatain be
“switched off”. This switching off is a question sfructural
change toward redistribution of economic assetssacel power

in the society.

Such structural change is needed not only to #itepolitical
power balance in the society that is responsibledotinued
oppression and exploitation of the disadvantaggdr all that can
be done within the existing structure by way oéwaikting
poverty, the fundamental fact remains that Banglhdg yet to
register its take-off into economic growth that kcblift this
country out of mass poverty as a macro problenctutsent
claimed growth rate in the neighbourhood of 5 @1t @er annum
is too little to do this. | have argued elsewhdétal{man, Md.
Anisur 2006a) that even this claim is on the higle sn view of a
large array of negative growth factors operatinthmeconomy
not reckoned in growth accounting — e.g. drastaide in the
quality of public services, rise of insecurity as@mpensatory
activities to protect security which are not ndueaadded items
but are counted as such, massive environmentaldésn, etc.

But in any case a country cannot eselve its mass poverty
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problem with growth in the order of 5 percent penam. The
fundamental question before us for alleviation assipoverty is,
therefore, how to dramatically raise the aggregabavth rate of
the country to the order of 8 per cent or more fwherever it is
now, and at the same time insure that a substguarabf the
benefit of such growth accrue to the low-incomatstiof the
society. In this context it is very important termdify who can be

the agents of such growth in our society.

It is common knowledge that at present the coustajfluent
classes led by its godfathers are the principapreats of ‘macre
credit’ from the financial system of the countrg,aell as the
principal beneficiaries of foreign resources floginto the
country, and that the principal result of this @ mvestment of
resources that are being usurped by them in produictvestment
but (a) the accumulation of personal property donaid cash, a
large part of which is transferred out of the coynand (b) rise in
ostentatious consumption. Apart from channelinglodf nation’s
saving for non-investment purposes this is alstodisg the
consumption-aspiration pattern of society as a e/fiand thereby
putting a downward pressure on its aggregate sguiogensity.

And the political strength such access to econagsources is

giving to the rich is enabling them also to keep thscalator"

falling downward to go on creating and recreatingasty. On the

other hand the low-income classes are showing dagjerness to
save even their meagre incomes and are also shokeirg

entrepreneurial skills what with quick-yielding lnesss with
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micro-credit or in collective productive enterpgseith larger
credit. This should leave no doubt that therenigffect, no
essential conflict between the growth and povestuction

objectives of this country, and that the way taheiggrowth is in

fact channeling the needed resources along witessacy

technical assistance to the low-income groups@®tthuntry For

this we should not think only in terms of microdimcingfor the

"poor" who deserve larger financing with technisapport if they
need it. As supported by evidence presented irptger, with
larger amounts of credit and more open repaymdrddides
members of the poverty groups may embark upon @toau
initiatives which will not only lift them out of peerty faster and
more securely, but will also generate employmepioojunities
for other members of the poverty classes therelpirigethem as
well out of poverty, and with all this contribui dverall growth
of the economy. And, of course, as the examplefatidless
labourers of Chuhor and the women in Beltia shognicant
advancements are possible in specific circumstandes

scientific and technological inputs even withouy aredit.

Such a strategy of re-directing investible resositoelow-income
classes in the society also presupposes the kisttuadtural
change discussed above. This political questioweker, has no
immediate answer given the formidable economicsingttural
power of the vested interests backed also by vewepful
international forces with a contrary ideology. Apportunity had

come to the nation to redistribute economic poweemit was
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newly born and did not have much by way of an affiluiclass, not
to speak of millionaires. But the Great Leaderefaito rise to the
occasion, and put the nation's gear decisively tdwwagmenting
concentration of power and privileges, exploitatznd inequality
(Rahman 2005). Today there is none to lead themé&bi such
height which its poverty-stricken people are alwpsepared to

scale if the call was giveH.
4. self-realization

Short of an answer to this question poverty as eona
phenomenon in the country is going to continue.ddeagreat
bulk of its poverty-stricken people will continue face the
guestion of fulfilling themselves in life as theseasituated, in
altogether different terms. Using an Aristoteliamt™ | shall call

such fulfillment "self-realization" in whatever g&tion one is

placed in life.

A unigue example of such self-realization is theecafrishis of
Satkhira as members of the “other half of the glaSsmulated
first through PAR and then through the kajoli modie¢y got
engaged, emerging out of their abject despondendinf a
meaning in their life in creating greater dignioy themselves and
promoting dignified education for their childreri3 provides
deep insights on what poverty alleviation may migaa particular
social condition by way of promoting the socialrgteng of
“untouchable classes” as well as contributingi t

enlightenment of the mainstream society on the meeaot
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civilized humanity. The material poverty of thshis may
continue one does not know for how long. But thayeh
nevertheless gotten engaged in positive self-r@adia by creative
means that could not have been pre-planned by powetty-
alleviating" effort from outside. This, perhaps afd¢he most
novel processes of a deprived community moving &dan their
lives, recorded in the poverty and developmentadisse,
challenges conventional thinking on the meaningel as
method of development itself. This shows also Wigite novelty
or creativity cannot be planned, it can be stineddty friendly
inputs from outside (in this case by PAR and thelkenodel).
And through such creative self-engagement peopleoger their
paths for self-realization, to hand over the fovgurney to their
descendents with conceivably no regret for thein dives spent
in fulfilling self-engagement notwithstanding theontinued

material poverty.

The examples of creative self-initiatives of theple provide
other revealing examples of varying responsesd®iperience
and challenge of life through which not only poyegtoups but
also others in society working with them, are ®af themselves
or are seeking to do so, on which some quotestljirsom them

are given below:

- “So far 62 boys who have studied with books fromlilsary are in
the job world. When | see them | get great peacuiod...I recall
those days when | also could have been like thenyifather could
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buy me books.” —The yoghurt sellerafapainababganyho built a
library for poor village youth. (Tahmiret al2005a. p 35)

“My life will be fulfilled - 1 shall remain immortheven by dying. My
history will live. For this | shall be rewarded Bod.”. —-60 year old
illiterate barber irtarapur village shibganj thana in chapainababgan;
district, living in a hut, has made ten kilometoésoad green by
planting trees all alone. (Tahmieaal 2005a. p 42)

“Working as a Block Superviser here the thoughteaome that
since these poor people have no opportunity thglet from outside |
could try help them stand on their own strength&gricultural
Extension Officer othuhor, Rangpur. (Tahminat al2005a. p 61).

“l used to think of giving education to my son,ielp him grow big. |
did not even marry (again) thinking that he migatrieglected.” —
Tahera Begum whose husband went to Saudi Arablendesser saw
him again, working as a peon earning very littler ldldest out of
three sons has passed M.A. from Dhaka Universitienfirst
division and is now a magistrate. (Tahmetaal 2005a. p 96)

“I do not consider myself disabled. | want to mayevery high
studying. | want to stand on my own feet.” — A lgmjing to college
by wheel chair traveling 14 kilometres every dayal{minaet al
2005a. p 99).

“When | was a student of class eight | saw day-lebrs in my
hamlet Dharma Narayan, Mohini roy and Bishshwar Byipg
without treatment....I decided to become a doatolrtaeat poor
people.” — Ratan Kumar Roy, son of a very poor ldagurer in
Boikuntho village chirir Bandar Upazilla of DinajpyTahminaet al
2005b. p 37).

“A textile mill has asked me to take charge ofitmaill...but no
matter how much allowances and benefits they gigemthe mill |
shall remain a labour there.” — Once a canteenim®haka Public
Library, Zakir of chandpur district who used to anefrom his
childhood of working independently is now a desigoieclothings
prefering free lance designing work to higher ineomanagerial
work in a factory. (Tahminat al 2005 b.p 90)

“Unable to bear my husband'’s torture | have talefuge in my
father’s house...Thought of committing suicide, Batighter Mithila
came to the world giving me dream of strugglingvane live..” — A
mother working in a women’s handicrafts businedsalmonirhat
district town.(Tahminat al 2005 b.p 93)
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“l am a woman. | stood on my own feet and showedwhy to self-
reliance to twenty other women. What else can dcteh
fulfillment?” — Sheema Shome Sarkar, owner-initiatba tailor shop
in the city of Mymensingh. (Tahmiret al 2005bp 113).

“Once [a kind gentleman] came to Patuakhali andtegito help me
personally. I did not accept. | said that | woutdept something only
if it benefits everyone. | do my official job angesnd the rest of my
time here...the ‘disabled” cannot do anything s thithe challenge |
have taken. | want to prove this notion false.” -Hdmmad Saheb Ali
of Patuakhali losing both his eyes from typhoidigtd by the Brail
method and passed up to B.A. Honours, now a govemhemployee
and General Secretary of the National Blind Wel#association.
(Tahminaet al 2006 bp 131)

“What | cannot do never gave me any regret. | akuzsed to get
pleasure from what | could do...I cannot walk, agrstand — this
does not matter. this does not mean | would foldharyds and sit
idle. These thoughts were with me from my verydimilod. This gave
me self-confidence as well.” Abul Hasnat AbdulldiNorth Badda
village, Noakhali, went regulrly to school crawlimgth books tied on
his back, passed middle school and higher middiledand is now
student of honours in Sociology in Noakhali Univsr€ollege.
Managing his own livelihood as a private tutor. iep to take
Bengal Civil Service Examination and get into goweent service.
(Tahminaet al 2005bp 134-5).

“My legs are impaired, but my mind is not...courageny asset.” —
Ariful Islam, chhatiali village, Pabna (Tahmieaal 2005bp 135).

Such self-realization has been achieved by pebpdaigih

sacrifices participating in national liberationugjgles including

the independence struggle of Bangladesh, and ialsoc

revolutions, all being efforts to change realitheTpoverty-

stricken people of Bangladesh in parts of the agumd also

sought self-realization in mobilizing whatever thead for nation-

building after independence without waiting for fide credit,

micro or macroAn outstanding example of this was the well-
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known Rangpur self-reliance movement of villagersnarch
forward rejecting all outside assistance (Rahmadah, Ahisur
1997a. pp 107-140), whiockas unfortunately cut short by the
coming of military rule in 1975. For the longer rane may
speculate, even with the failure of experimentthenlast century,
with the idea of a social revolution that wouldniséer social
power to the working class as was conceived by Masx
discussed elsewhere (Rahman, Md. Anisur 1985; 200&duly
do so rather than to give power to “revolutionarnglilectuals”
and technocracy in the name of the working classh sevolution
will need to transfer power to the working clasgoloth means

of material production and “means of mental promunt a

guestion that ‘participatory action research” ipagsent
addressing for poverty groups on a rather insigaiit scale in the
country. However, even such ‘dual-transformati/alution
may not necessarily solve the macro problem of gg\as
conceived in modern poverty discourse, at leasafiong time to
come, in view of the sheer magnitude of the probleBut Marx
never talked of the “poverty problem” to be sohsd talked
instead of “the working class creating its own dmgt, giving a
creativist view of human accomplishment in whicbdar, the
essence of the Human, fulfills itself. And Tagoagdsexplicitly:
“the poverty problem is not so important. It is theblem
of unhappiness [misery] that is the great problem.
Happiness may not compete with wealth in its listeeded
materials, but it is creativegherefore it has its own share of
riches within itself.”(Bandopadhyay 1988§
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And all great philosophers have also emphasizede¢hse of
oneness between humans that is manifest in thengsadif so
many of the disadvantaged and also of the advattage
Bangladesh and anywhere, including the very conaern

professionals are showing for the afflictions @ thsadvantaged.

With such a view the problem of “poverty” gelissolvedvhen
humans can exercise their power of creativity fraanework of
fellow feeling for other humans, to show what tloay

accomplish in whatever situations they are plaeaed,can thereby

realize themselves.

We may, therefore, wish to stop regarding the diaathged (or
"specially challenged" in whatever sense) peopleusfcountry as
mere objects of statistical poverty counts, andngaarticular to
members of the "other half of the glass" with hutpilsitting
down to share a cup of tea with them whether tmeytauchable"
or "untouchable", telling them that we have no aarsie their
"poverty"” problem, and that we have come to leasmfthem
how humans in their situation realize themselvadismworld in

whatever situation they are placed in life.

5. development philosophy

"Everyone has duties to the community in which alihre free and full
development of his personality is possible" -

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 29.(
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“Ask not what your country can do for you; ask wiiati can do for your
country.” — John F. Kennedy

Finally, a word about ‘development philosophy’ whigverlaps

with the way one looks at human poverty.

Amartya Sen (1999: p 5) has espoused “individweddom” as
the foundational view in development. A carefuliesv of this
philosophy seems necessary in order to put thig &frthinking in

a more realistic and humane perspective.

In reality an individual is brought up to imbiberax of both
“individualist” as well as "collectivist" urges. €Hatter is derived
from identities with collectives like immediate fay kins,
community, society, nation, the human race as denduod even
the whole ecology (identity with nature). Differgrgrsons imbibe
these several identities in different mixes, ansl ihalso
determined/influenced by one's experience of aggoniwith
such various collectives. For the great bulk oflibenan
population such associations with some or otheofsetllectives
are quite strong. Such association may start vathntary extra-
family care of children in many societies — theecaf the
extended family and neighbours in the initial ntirtg of a child.
Growing up in such environment and experiencingesned

living in close interaction with a wider communiye naturally

develops senses of identities with such wider “feesil.
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Furthermore, as we have seen above, the disadeahpspple in
the course of their very effort to promote theruggling lives
have often joined hands as a path to developmedtthas also
may strengthen their collective identities. And kv@w of
primitive societies (“primitive communism”) and alsf
indigenous societies of today where the notionirdividual” has
hardly developed. To the extent that such sensegafic
collective identities (“higher selves” — see qufstan Wadsworth
below) in individuals exist or develop and/or ieesigthened by
the experience of life, the notion of “individuaé&édom” loses its
force as a distinctive concept. What is more, angation to
release individual freedom may even serve to preroobroaden
a split in one’s identity away from unity with soraeother
collective entity (e.g. family; community) that may may not be

considered desirable.

Of greater need is to clarify the normative contard philosophy
of expanding individual freedom as the foundatién o
development. As Backstrand and Ingelstam (200&:%) @bserve
in a recent discoursé&ndividual freedom is meaningless and
dangerous when not rooted in an ethic and enligidieny social
and spirituaf* considerations. This should not need arguing in
view of exhibitions of indeed dangerous individeaand
sectarian conduct throughout human history by per&mjoying
high degrees of individual freedom by virtue of ragrand social
power, with perhaps a first order crisis for hunsanpoted in

such conduct that we are witnessing today. Thusuiggestion of
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individual freedom as the foundational view in depenent needs
to be tempered with real caution, and initiativesnorally
enlighten individual action as well as to provide $afeguards
against abuse of individual freedom need to bevalgtipursued.
The desired ethical conduct of individuals may m@ensured
merely by “public discussions and social interatsiowhich are
themselves influenced by participatory freedomsSaa seems to
suggest (Seap cit.p 9). Participatory freedom may be
insufficient to ensure social justice, particularyconditions like
unequal distribution of economic power, asymmetmc@nomic
inter-dependence and patron-client type econontatioas.
Furthermore, some ethical views representing thst mo
enlightened thinking of civilization, e.g. the ethiof Human
Rights, may stand above any society-determinecegalu
expressing concerns of all humanity which has kesta how any
society conducts itself. Thus all enlightened ddtismking
encourages service to the community especialljganeedy, and
such work, when out of the ordinary, is acknowlaetigad often
rewarded (e.g., by community or nation and by Ndtedce
Prizes and "Alternative Nobel" Awards). And JohrKEnnedy
inspired millions in his country, supposed to be titadel of the
“individualist” ideology, invoking such a principle his famous
guote given above. Hence initiatives to ethicaftilighten
individual action need to be actively pursued pexgive of social
consensus in any given country as a contributiahécspiritual

discourse of humans.

41



In the context of the current crisis of humanityg spectre of
human suffering of disadvantaged groups all oventbrld calls
for action not merely at state levels but alsdhatlével of
communities and individuals to sacrifice for ananst by such
people. It also seems necessary to curb indivichases of over-
luxurious lives leaving behind if not exploitingcdaravaging the
disadvantaged classes that also distorts valuerpatof others
toward corruption and criminal actions in a biccaich up with
such life styles. The stories collected by Bangtadeurnalists
reveal that individuals from among the elite classindeed
expressing such solidarity with the disadvantagad.much more
of such acts of solidarity and curbing one’s owmdividualist”
urges is needed. And one may suggest that the abweiusis of
modern civilization threatening its degeneratiod possible
breakdown by the take-over of barbaric human tecidsrn so
many parts of the world including Bangladesh cfaltsserious
effort at community, social and international lesvi curb the lust
of individual greed without a commitment to socjdtymanity
and the ecology. Tagore has given the same cghiramoting
unity between humans and service to society amdimoanity
(Rahman 2006a), whose relevance for the very sairoifv
humanity through “the creation of fully engagedwitll-others’
higher or possible selvébas been acknowledged in recent
western literature (Wadsworth 2006: p 228, itasidsed?.

This brings us, as a final point, to one index thed gained

popularity in recent development discourses - thenkin
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Development IndexHDI) of the UNDP. This index is

conspicuous by its omission of social values alfogie and as a

result might give absurd frontline “human developtheankings

even to_genocide-committing natighs Obviously, something

vital is missing in this index designed to rank iowies according
to the quality of their human contents. One suggett the

missing factor is precisely the human value of @are concern

for othersthat civilized humans are expected to exhibit, tad
has also been asserted in the Universal DeclarafiBluman
Rights (article 20(1) quoted abov&).

6. Summing up

To sum up the salient points in this paper, we havked at
illustrations of disadvantaged people's own inited to improve
their lives with or without outside resources aechinical inputs,
some shining with economic success, some illustrinypersonal
struggles against hard odds with courage and hwalaes, and
also a number of touching examples of people frémeroquarters
engaged in service to people in need. Conceptuahy,
illustrations show that the customary “poverty lingesides being
demeaning for human beings, has no empirical \tgidi
inconsistent as it is with actual behaviour of disntaged people
in facing their poverty that follows systemic rattiean linear
logic, and exhibit agonizing alternative choiceshat margin with
meagre resources and social power. People of upp@me

brackets also have a systemic preference patteiynloe
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alternative choices are more intensely competiovdower
income than for upper income people. The answ#risantensity
of competition between alternative choices for disataged
people is not to prescribe unrealistic and inajgblie choice
patterns from outside, but to address the pressingomic and

non-economic needs together as a holistic phenomeno

Nor does the customary “poverty line” have any rative
validity, and effort should be directed at raisingomes of the
disadvantaged much higher in order to give to #liashare of

modern civilization.

In terms of poverty reduction strategy, collectaemnomic co-
operation among the disadvantaged emerges as @sprgm
direction, and the importance of access of suclplegdo means of
collective thinking is emerging as a new insightbrRotion of
technical co-operation among the disadvantagedipeop

themselves is especially suggested.

With all such efforts poverty alleviation as a n@mproblem
remains intractable in view of processes of stmadtcreation and
re-creation of poverty, and also needing a muchdrigconomic
growth rate than what the country is currently eigecing. The
theoretical answer to this question in terms afiging the poverty
groups to share the driver's seat of the economy e political
feasibility. And with incremental improvements hetpoverty

statistics the question of constructive engagennelife of the
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“other half of the glass”, i.e., of those who i theanwhile
would stay deprived and disadvantaged, remains efideof the
“poverty” tunnel is not quite visible. But the clalge of life may
not be seen as to solve one’s poverty problem bsing talked

of, but to give the best account of oneself asatore being, in a
framework of fellow-feeling for other members oéthuman race,
in the reality in which one is situated in life inding also effort

to change this reality - a fulfillment that we hasadled "self-

realization".

The paper ends suggesting a review of Sen'’s plplosof
promoting “individual freedom” as the foundationaw of
development, from the point of view of organic itdees of
individuals with various levels of “collectives”nd also of the
need for individual freedom to be subject to ethicasiderations.
Revision of the UNDP’s Human Development Indexls®a
suggested to include a component representing heararfor

each other.

*Paper presented at a BRAC-IPRC conference on Bosér
Dhaka on 3 December 2006.
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! The commonly used term “poor”™ is avoided in thiper as it is considered paternalistic,
and derogatory to refer to people with fine humaaligjes.

2 A number of these — close to a hundred and aeuatiave already been reported in the
media — major newspapers, TV and BBC broadcasts.

3 Two of the landless participants in this initiativave claimed the President's gold medal
and one the bronze medal for production of orgaampost and vegetables, in addition to
Mr. Rahman himself getting the gold medal for mativg the landless in such initiative.

* Badal Chandra Das got the "Bangobondhu Award'9@i71for his work in agricultural and
technical extension.

® Care-Bangladesh, an NGO, is providing advisoryiserto them in this respect.

® so-called harijans, ‘adibasis’ ‘das’, ‘muchi’, ‘rishi’, ‘dalit’, ‘buno’and other such social
categories spread all over the country. The autharpersonal interaction with a community
of "harizans" was told how a bright boy among threamaged to pass the bachelor degree of
law and got a job with an NGO, only to be sackedrahree months when the NGO learnt
that he came from the harizon class

"The critique of ‘mainstream’ poverty measuremenesented in this paper refers mainly to
poverty measurements of the World Bank culture tvhigas dominated poverty
measurements and analysis for southern countiigling Bangladesh, perhaps because of
the overwhelming power of the Bank money. Numerathgr poverty conceptions and
poverty measures exist (Gordon and Spicker 199®hyhowever, have not been so
popular in actual national and cross-country pgvarithmetic.

8 30 per cent of total (Rahman, Hossain Zillur 1996)
° This question was first raised by the author irote submitted to Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,

Prime Minister of Bangladesh, in 1972, in whichddiqy of national austerity had been
proposed (Rahman, Md. Anisur 1972).
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10 The World Bank?

1 As the well-known concept was propounded by Jamesenbury as early as in the
middle of the last century (Duesenbury 1952).

2. Such a “basic needs line” or, if one likes, “paydine”, applied to all in the society would
also lend itself readily to international companisnot as an absolute level like the absurd
“dollar-a-day” for all countries, but in terms ofqgentage of people below a line determined
by state-society discourse in each respective cpusitich a measure of poverty may also
move up through state-society discourse with risingrage living standard of a society. A
single quantitative measure of poverty like theome tax exemption limit might also answer
the questions of security, untouchability etc.ediabove, to the extent that an individual
may have reasonable means with such a level ofrie@nd the associated social status to
deal with such questions.

13 Apu’s mother in “Aparajito”, the second of tRather Panchali Trilogywanted to stop

her son going to Kolkata for College Education askled him to stay in the village with her
working as a low-paid village priest, although bem “basic needs” were well looked after
in her work as housemaid with a caring family. Singights on the “systemic” nature of
human needs abound in the writings of story telidre have been able to penetrate deeper
than economists into the minds of the poverty gsoup

4 RIB organized an” initiative festival” in April 25 in Char Khoribari, a remote very
depressed area in Dimla thana in north Bangladedirjng people involved in a number of
positive initiatives in other areas for stimulat@nd education of people of Char Khoribari
(Anonymous 2005)., and has also supported a number of peogledple study tours
between such initiatives.

15 Recall the” Kerala Science for Social Revolutionwdment” (Kerala Sastra Sahitya
Parishad 1984) whose contribution to the advancenfenass education and health
standards as well as people’s technical creatiaitg hence to the leading status of the
province in India terms of the Human Developmeiek has been very salutaroy. In
Bangladesh such a movement was springing up ifirfigears after independence but got
destroyed in the political turmoil of 1975 (Rahnif97).

'8 like 6 community hall functions to celebrate a #inmarriage with a saree worth taka
75,000/- as the bridal gift from parents as thadsied to be aimed at. Even parents of upper-
middle income brackets cannot afford not to resmoorruption in order to meet such
standard!

" The thought of our Nobel laureate calling for téion of the productive forces of the
nation's disadvantaged, at least to stir up them&b an awareness of the problem, is so very
tempting, but he is so busy calling the whole waddjive small credit only to the "poor"!

18 Aristotle’s concept oéntelechymeaningself+ealization or self-completion. The term is
also used in socialist literature but in a diffédreense than used here — e.g.”Self-realization
is the development and application of an indivitkialents in a way that gives meaning to
life”.(Roemer 1994: p 11). In the present papefregllization is conceived to be a sense of
life worth lived by engaging in something worthvwéhih response to one’s life’s situation -
this can be even in sacrificing one’s life for aga (e.g. independence struggle or socialist
revolution) without necessarily one’s talents beiegeloped as conceived by Roemer.

19.e. until full “communism” is reached, when “toateaccording to need” becomes a
reality.
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20 Mao also never talked of the poverty problem tesdlged, but just invoked the “foolish
old man” to “move the mountain”.

% The word “spiritual” is taken here to mean “imggional” — e.g. innate commitment to
serve nation, society, community, the disadvantatiedenvironment, etc.

22 \e in the West may have much to learn from tluisoaint of Tagore and the conditions
and ideas for nurturing and trusting self-reliaimceo-operative relationship with others.”
(Wadsworthjoc citp 228)

% e.g. Miloshevik's Serbia; going back into histoNazi Germany.

4 one might start incorporating in the index agst fipproximation a statistical measure of

the percentage of a country’s population associatttdsome kind of voluntary community
service.
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