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1. The political background

"And stand together yet not too near together :
For the pillars of the temple stand apart,
And the oak tree and the cypress grow not in eatiheo’'s shadow."

- Kahlil Gibran

It is most unfortunate that Pakistan was not caristl as it was originally conceived in
the Lahore Resolution of 23 March 1940 ("Pakistasdution Day") of the All India
Muslim League. The Lahore Resolution, which laeme to be known as the "Pakistan
Resolution”, stipulated as follows:

"No constitutional plan would be workable in thmsuatry or acceptable to the
Muslims unless it is designed on the following dasinciple: Namely, that
geographically contiguous units are demarcated megions, which should be so
constituted, with such territorial readjustment,raay be necessary, that the areas in
which Muslims are numerically in a majority as metNorth-Western and Eastern
zones of India, should be grouped to constitudeprendent statesi which the
constituent units shall be autonomous and soverg{gnderscore added)

! Part of a paper written at the invitation of Dr. M Hasan, Convenor of the War Crimes Fact Finding
Committee, Bangladesh, to present as the keyngier @4 an international seminar of human rights
scholars and activists convened to be held at Nefk M1 September 2001 to discuss approach to thke Ta
of a Truth Commission on Genocide in Bangladesle. §¢minar could not be held because of the event on
September 11.



" That adequate, effective and mandatory safegusindsild be specifically provided
in the constitution for minorities in these unitsdan these regions for the protection
of their religious, cultural, economical, politicsddministrative and other rights and
interests in consultation with thefm"

With more than a thousand miles of Indian territeeparating the two wings widely
apart in language and culture, implementation thleoe Resolution for a confederation
between East and West Pakistan would naturally baee the most sensible political
relation between them if at all the two regionsevier hold hands in coming out of
British rule. Unfortunately, after the creationRdkistan this resolution was never
respected by the rulers of the country vestedarféhidal aristocracy of West Pakistan.
As a clear signal of a desire for linguistic anttunal domination of West over East
Pakistan, the founding leader of Pakistan, MohamAladinnah, made the astonishing
declaration in his very first visit to Dhaka aftedependence in March 1948, that
Pakistan's state language would be Urdu, while Bemgs the language of East
Pakistan - comprising 56 per cent of the counpgigulation - except for a handful of
hill tribes and Muslim migrants from the Indian pimace of Behar. Thus not to speak of
the Lahore Resolution's commitment to protect thiuce of minorities, even the
language of the majority population of the countds denied the status of a state
language. This language united the people of Ealgsfn with its riverine rain-bathed
green nature which had made every "other" Bengadither from among the ordinary or
from the middle class, in the same person a poé&sapher-composer and singer with a
non-communal world view notwithstanding personégieus faiths. East Bengalees
protested spontaneously on the spot to this hutiothiaf their vernacular (as the present
writer himself then a fourteen-year old boy listento Jinnah in the Ramna race-course
also spontaneously raised his hand in defiancagryut"No!), and were on the streets
in language marches only to be fired upon by tHe@oThis awakened the grim
realization in East Bengal that it would be a lstigiggle for their self-determination as
agreed in the original vow for holding hands togetin the Lahore Resolution. And they
struggled from then on.

Meanwhile, important positions in the civil and maity administrations were
monopolized by West Pakistanis, with a marginatesentation of Bengalees in the
Central Government and the armed forces. Evenalradministrative positions in the
government of East Pakistan including the postso€hief Secretary were manned by
West Pakistani$. Exports and imports were central subjects todmrolled by West
Pakistanis. Inter-wing trade and banking, and itrtisievelopment both in the public

2 pakistan Resolution (1940). www.storyofpakistamtoticletext.asp?artid=A043&Pg=3

% This world view has been evident in the poemssamis of poet-composers both from the folk tradjtio
like Lalan Shah and Hason Raja, as well as frommtitkelle class like Rabindranath Tagore and Nazrul
Islam who endeared themselves in both East and Béegal.

* "by the mid-1950s, of 741 top civil servants, oBlywere Beengali, none of whom had the rank of a
secretary. Of 41 joint secretaries, only 3 wered2din of 133 deputy secretaries 10 were BengalthWi
respect to the military, in 1955 there was onBehgali brigadier, 1 colonel, and 2 lieutenant nels out
of 308 of equivalent or higher rank. As late as366ly 5 per cent of the officer core of the Pakisarmy
and 7 per cent of the other ranks were Bengathdmair force, Bengalis constituted 17 per cent of
commissioned officers and 30 per cent of othersaakd in the navy they constituted 10 per cetttef
commissiioned officers and 29 per cent of otheks&ifSisson & Rose (1990), p 10)



and private sector were also totally under therobof West Pakistanis. East Pakistan
was made a captive market of West Pakistan's gdddsallocation of development
expenditure as well as of foreign exchange to Pakistan was negligible in comparison
with allocations to West Pakistan even though thik bf foreign exchange earnings of
the country were generated from East Pakistarésgyports. The federal capital being
located in Karachi, federal expenditures towarcettgyment of the capital city had no
beneficial effects on the economy of the eastengwikast Pakistanis started resenting
these discriminating policies of the Central Gowveent, and the feeling started growing
that the region was being treated virtually ao#ohy' of West Pakistan.

While dissention in East Pakistan continued, thestakistani rulers of the country
procrastinated on giving the country a constitutibine Constituent Assembly's Basic
Principles Committee presented in 1950 a set efimtproposals for a unitary
government with Urdu as the state language disdaggiongoing protests from the
majority region. East Pakistani leaders rejecté&zlahd demanded autonomy with
Bengali as one of the state languages. Firing éystate machinery on language
demonstrators on February 21, 1952 resulted irhdehait has made this day the
Language Martyr's Day of the land ever sthdée Constituent Assembly was abrogated
in 1953. Provincial assembly elections took placEast Bengal in 1954 in which the
all-Pakistan-based Muslim League was routed armhéition of parties, the "United
Front" led by A.K. Fazlul Huqg with its support-bameclusively in East Bengal and
"complete autonomy...according to the Lahore Re®oid as one of the 21-points in its
manifesto, won 223 of the 237 seats. The Hug mijngas dismissed the same year by
Governor-General Gholam Mohammad who imposed "gmrés rule” in East Bengal,
sending General Iskander Mirza as the new govemtbra contingent of some ten
thousand troops to handle protests against théirsipatown of democratic rule in the
province.

A second Constituent Assembly was constituted Bb1&nd a constitution was
promulgated the following year providing for a fealestructure of government with
essential economic and administrative powers cdretea in the centre rather than the
confederation envisaged in the Lahore Resolutiohat dissatisfaction in East Pakistan
continued.

The democratic process itself was thwarted in Qct888 when General Iskander Mirza
who had by then assumed the office of Presidetiteo€ountry from the position of
defence secretary abrogated the consitution andrédcMartial Law, making General
Mohammad Ayub Khan the Chief Martial Law Adminigtiaof the country. Two weeks
(xx ?) later Ayub Khan deposed Mirza and assume@thbsidency, formalizing the
militarization of the political system. In May 196¥ub introduced his own constitution
to reinforce his authority without Martial Law. Aepod of planned economic
development followed with advisory inputs from tharvard University Advisory

Service, when aggregate economic growth of Wesisiakshot ahead of East Pakistan's
using the bulk of foreign assistance to the couasryvell as foreign exchange earnings of
East Pakistan. Reduction of economic disparity betwthe two regions and equitable

® and from the year 2000, the "International Motb@nguage Day" declared by the UNESCO, "specially
in the context of celebrating global diversity asmdpowering indigenous cultures around the world".



allocation of foreign development assistance amneigo exchange resources became an
explicit demand from East Pakistan.

The Indo-Pakistan war of 1965 gave East Pakistdgea sense of vulnerability as
deployment of the army was totally concentrate@/est Pakistan leaving the eastern
wing fully exposed, demonstrating also that thestartial military budget which was
used as an argument to appropriate resources bPakistan to support federal
expenditure was meant primarily for defence of WRsgtistan. During the Indo-Pak war
the central government also banned the singindp@madio and television and in public,
of songs of Rabindranath Tagore dear to Bengale@sa@ught to propagate the works of
West Pakistani poets and composers instead - anpedvmove for cultural domination
perhaps unique in history. Tagore lovers in Dhaktdered to sing their beloved poet
within tightly closed doors for fear governmentgeats would report against them; but
this only strengthened their resolve to resisttanattain economic and cultural self-
determination.

The political movement for East Pakistan's seled®ination was led by the Awami
League which presented in 1966 the "Six Point Romgne" for autonomy of the

province. The Ayub government reacted by puttingpAwLeague leader Sheikh

Mujibur Rahman in jail under the "Public Safety AcEhereafter a charge of conspiracy

- known as the "Agartala Conspiracy Case" - wasifnb against Mujib and a number od
his associates, charging them with colluding wittlid for secession of East Pakistan.
Public trial of Mujib and his associates started9%%8. The unconvincing charges and the
long period of jail preceding the charges made Majhero in East Pakistan, the symbol
of oppressed Bengali nationalism.

As East Pakistan's demand for autonomy was gatheramentum, forces within West
Pakistan were also demonstrating against inegesiiti that region and repression of
political opposition and dissident intellectualeoPle there could take it no longer when
in 1968 government started celebrating "A Decadeafelopment” , meaning ten years
of the "growth miracle" under Ayub rule. Studenbdstrations and police firing upon
them in Rawalpindi in November 1968 sparked ofaaamal upheaval which reached
epic proportions in East Pakistan: in Dhaka stuslant the general masses violated
curfew in thousands after one of the accused igatala Conspiracy Case Sergeant
Zahirul Hug was killed in the Dhaka army cantonmiennid-February and a couple of
days later a very popular professor of Rajshahvéhsity Dr. Mohammad Shamsuzzoha
was bayonetted to death by the soldiers at theeusity gate when he was pleading with
them not to enter the university premises. Thesimyiforced Ayub to release Mujib and
to withdraw the Agartala Conspiracy Case, and Mwjgs invited to attend a Round
Table Conference (RTC) at Rawalpindi.

While RTC proceeded at Rawalpindi, troops proceexstiward. RTC ended about the
same time that heavy troop reinforcements by sedethon East Pakistan. At the end of
RTC Ayub formally announced return to parliamentadeynocracy but nothing on East
Pakistan's demand for autonomy. As agitation irt Bakistan continued Ayub handed
over power to General Yahya Khan who clamped Mdtaay on March 25 of 1969.



Yahya defused the tension somewhat by announcejggpations for the first ever
general elections in the country.

Analysis of the present writer at that time alredtti/not see a peaceful resolution of the
east-west conflié For East Pakistan, its demand for autonomy wessgly non-
negotiable. As for the ruling oligarchy in West R#kn led by its military, they had
gotten used to power and economic privileges farentban two decades that had to be
surrendered if East Pakistan got its autonomy. idatad as it was in democratic
traditions, and with military blood ruling in pastilar, such concession from the 'masters'
of the country could not be easily expected. Thaeetation of the generals may still
have been to kill East Pakistan's demand for aumgyrtbrough the democratic process,
for no one at that time seemed to have anticiptitedandslide victory of Mujib in the
general elections held in December 1970 - there wational-level parties like the
Muslim League, Pakistan Democratic Party and theadd-e-Islam contesting the
Awami League in East Pakistan and not committethéqorovince's autonomy. Asking
that the elections be treated as a referendurhe8ik Points, Mujib won 162 out of the
164 seats in East Pakistan with more than 80 peraféhe votes cast, and got an
absolute majority in the National Asembly. Thisdirated the region's demand for
autonomy as a non-negotiable democratic rightsop@ople. Two irreconcilable interests
now stared at each other.

But if a peaceful solution to the conflict was motbe expected it was an unarmed
population pitted against the West Pakistani nijitand only the worst could then be
expected.

2 The militry crackdown

General Yahya kept delaying the National Assembtiz the pretext that Mujib and
Bhutto - whose Party won 83 of the 138 seats intWaekistan - should agree on the
revision of the country's constitution. But the teauld not agree. Yahya finally
announced that the National Assembly would med¥larch 3 at Dhaka. Meanwhile
troops continued to move eastward with an ominoessage. Initially the troops were
flying across India, but after India forbade therffy of troops using its airspace they flew
via Sri Lanka and also sailed across the Indiaa.ce

Mujib declared that the National Assembly wouldffiact as a constituent assembly to
revise the country's constitution in the light loé tSix Point programme. But Bhutto
declared that he would not attend the Assemblygio such a constitution. On March 1
Yahya announced postponement of the March 3 ses$itie National Assembly and
clamped curfew in Dhaka the same night. East Rakssfelt that the door had been
slammed on their face once and for all. Studentshaimdreds others violated curfew and
clashed with the army the same night and many sleseé Next morning curfew was
lifted. Students now came out demanding outrigtiependence, and the Students'
League linked with the Awami League hoisted thg B&independent Bangladesh on the

® "East Pakistan: The Roots of Estrangeme®uuth Asian Reviewpndon,Vol 3, No. 3, April 1970,
reproduced in Rahman (1993).



Arts building of Dhaka University. The aged leatiaulana Bhashani also addressed the
nation in the Dhaka race course on ...xx...aneédalpon Mujib to talk of independence.
Shooting on demonstrators continued. Mujib annodraceivil disobedience programme
virtually taking over rule of East Pakistan, ancbde payment of taxes to the central
government and bank transfers from East to Wesstak Thousands of people all over
the country spontaneously watched over the relesfhices to see that these directives
were implemented in one of the most impressivd digbbedience movements in
history. On 6 March Yahya announced that the Nati&vssembly would now sit on 25
March but sternly warned against any move agaheshation's "integrity”, putting the
blame for postponing the National Assembly uponiMsij'unreasonable posture”. The
following day Mujib addressed the nation in theeraourse and declared that "the
struggle now is for freedom, the struggle now isifalependence”. He, however,
announced that he would consider attending theoNaktiAssembly but only after Martial
Law was lifted and power was handed over to amimteivil government prior to the
sitting of the assembly. Under Mujib's directive ttivil disobedience movement
continued, with the Awami League becoming tleefacto head of government in East
Pakistan in the teeth of Martial Law. Meanwhileaing reinforcement of troops
continued coming, by sea and by air, and sporazhdrgntation between unarmed
demonstrators and the military, with shooting, cored. The governor and Martial Law
Administrator of East Pakistan, Admiral Ahsan andidmmad Yakub respectively both
known to be moderates, were removed and Lt. Gemékh Khan, known to be a hard
liner was flown to replace both. The Chief Just€¢he East Pakistan High Court
refused to swear him as the Governor and Tikka Kiaited in the cantonment for the
final signal.

Yahya convened another conference with politicatléss in Rawalpindi which Mujib
refused to attend. Yahya then flew to Dhaka withjhnta and civilian advisers to meet
Mujib, and talks were held day after day betweehyéaand his team and Mujib and his
team, until the 24 of March. Meanwhile the flow of troops from Karacbntinued.

To many in East Pakistan it had been clear thatialke were a ploy to buy time for
sufficient troops to land on East Pakistan afteictvla military crackdown would be
signalled. Others were hoping that a political Soluwould be reached. As the present
writer has reported in his own testimony on thenés (Rahman 2001, p 28), he was
himself on the pessimist side, and had pleadedimwith a senior and widely respected
Dhaka university professor that he exert his inflteeto have the university premises
vacated,as he was seeing the students and iateélig as a special target of the West
Pakistani military. He has also reportéat( cit) having been witness to a meeting in
March 1971 in the house of an eminent artist whieeeartist's brother a colonel in the
Bengal Regiment at Dhaka appeared and pleadedritests a surprise well-coordinated
first strike was made from the East Pakistani gidely by civilians from outside and
Bengali army officials from inside the cantonmeBgngali officers and soldiers in the
cantonment would be totally wiped out, and apannfthe human loss East Pakistan
would be deprived of a core trained military toddhbe resistance against the Pakistan
army after they cracked down. This message had tib@esmitted to the Awami League
high command but with no effect. The Awami Leagu@pn-militant party oriented only
to constitutional procedures, did not seem to fwavae inclined to look for any strategy
for an armed resistance in collaboration with Bdirggdiers in the Pakistan army.



Seeing the writing on the wall and in a desperatsgnal move the present writer had
sent cables on March 17 to known and unknown dages all over the world saying
"GENOCIDE IN BANGLADESH IMMINENT. DO WHAT YOU CAN.” The writer
has been told that some other university colleagisgssent similar messages abroad.

It is widely believed that Yahya was preparing domilitary solution from the beginning,
and the dialogues he initiated with Mujib were nhgeeploy to buy time for sufficient
troops to land on East Pakistan. This is corroledraly no less a body than the War
Inquiry Commission of the post-1971 Pakistan Gornernt popularly known as the
Hammodur Rahman Commission (HRCJhe following extracts from Pakistan's leading
newspaperDawn (Jan 4, 2001, Internet editionguoting from the Commission's report,
speaks for itself:

"ARMY OPERATION: At about mid night between 25thda@6th March, Dacca was awakened to the
noise of thunderous gunfire. The military actioniaghhhas since become so well known had started. ...

"About the military action, the HRC remarked, "gudbviously such an action could not have beemtake
without some previous preparations. Indeed no sbabeen made of the fact before us (Commission)
that a contingency plan known as "Operation Blitatl been in readiness for a long time and it hes ba
that account suggested that the negotiations wiéck carried on from about the middle of March
date were no more than a camouflage, it beindadigathe intention of Yahya and his military advisto
cow down the AL with a heavy hand."”

"The Commission went on to say, "it is said atineetGen Yahya was sincere in his expressed desire t
transfer power to the elected representativeseopople more specially in East Pakistan.”

Sitting in terror with his family on the floor ofistudy in his apartment in the university
staff quarters the present writer was himself anegs by sight and sound in the night of
March 25 to the crackdown on Jagannath Hall, aestisttdormitory in Dhaka University
and on University professors living in his apartinemlding and across it, in which a
large number of students, and a number of Professmre of whom were known to have
had any direct involvement in the autonomy moveneste shot to death by the army
(Rahman, 2001, pp 31-32). Sheikh Mujibur Rahmayestan his own residence when
the crackdown occurred and surrendered to the taakésmy who arrested him and took
him to Karachi, leaving a taped declaration of pelaence for the nation as follows:

"This may be my last message to you. From todaglBdash is an independent country.
| am calling you, wherever any of you are and witlatever you have in your hands to
build resistance against the occupation army wwilr last breath. Carry your struggle
until the day when the last soldier of the occapatrmy is driven out from the land of
Bangladesh and final victory is wofHMasan 2001, p 23 - translation by the author).

" see Rahman 2001, pp 28-29, letter of ProfessosNMyasontief to the writer, pp 48-49 and of Semato
Fulbright to Robert Geise, p 59.

8The War Inquiry Commission headed by Justice HamoB@&hman was appointed by the President
of Pakistan in December 1971. The Commission exagniearly 300 witnesses and hundreds of
classified army signals between East and WessRakiThe final report, submitted on October 23,
1974,[[?]]was never made public in Pakistan until it was leaked in the Indian Press in

August 2000 whereupon it was fully released by the Pakistan government.



In his personal surrender to the Pakistan armyiratite above last message of his to the
nation also there is no hint of any previously plesh armed resistanééhis is also
supported by the author's personal experience artalg, India, where he fled on April
1,'71 and met a number of second rank Awami Ledgaders who had also fled to
Agartala who seemed to have absolutely no ideahat was going on and no brief from
the Party high command: when Indian Governmentrggarranged for two from

among them to fly to Delhi to meet Tajuddin Ahmbd General secretary of the Awami
League who had also crossed over to India and waarundian Government custody in
New Delhi, they all opted out and pleaded thatwhiger, and his economist colleague
Professor Rehman Sobhan who had also fled withtdiAgartala, both independent
intellectuals not associated with the Awami Leadlyeinstead to talk to Tajuddin!
(Rahman 2001, p 44). Organized armed resistanagasaglae occupation army was built
up progressively after the crackdown with survivBgngali soldiers in the Pakistan
army as its nucleus and with Bengali men and woamehyouth from all ranks all over
Bangladesh who volunteered to join the "Mukti Bah{freedom fighters) to be trained
to fight. The Awami League regrouped under thedesitip of Tajuddin in the absence of
Mujib to give this resistance the needed politicabrella and direction, but it was
clearly a people's struggle for liberation that Wwasn spontaneously and then got
organized to achieve its objective.

3. Evidences of genocide

Dr. Hasan's study

Many accounts of the genocide on Bangladesh, bgmas of the country as well as by
foreigners, have been publish€dA recent 838 page study by Dr. M.A. Hasan (Hasan ,
op.cit) gives the most comprehensive eye-witness acs@ntt other forensic evidences
with scientific analyses of grueling details of thenocide and of its manner. The general
pattern of the genocide as revealed in this stndides:

- unannounced raids upon university premises, madeees, temples and other public
places and residential centres to kill hundredd #mousands by mortars, gunfires
and burning, at Dhaka on the night of 25 march anldsequently elsewhere in the
other major cities, country towns and villages;

- bringing people of villages in open fields in theme of meetings of "peace
committee" and then machine gunning them to death;

- indiscriminate killings of of hundreds and thoussumi hundreds of mass execution
centres all over the country;

- excavations of mass graves often ordering Bengateds so, and then forcing
Bengalees to jump into the graves and shooting tiiere to death. Thousands of
such mass graves have been discovered and théemg discovered even today;

® Although the HRC said that the Commission hagaeao believe that the AL itself intended to
take action at 3 am on 26 March. The reasonnetistated explicitly by the Commission.
1% Dr. Hasan's study provides a list of a numbehesé publicationsop.cit.pp 789-790).



indiscriminate killing of Hindus as a specially ¢g@ted community, often first
examining men if they are circumcised or not tedwatnate their religion;
killing of cream Bengali intellectuals and professls as a special category. A mass
killing of intellectuals - teachers, doctors , laawg, journalists, writers, dramatists -
systematically picked up from their residences nvaka executed before surrender by
Bengali collaborators of the army allegedly undee direct orders of the military,
revealing design to wipe out the best brains ofsiha@ety;
raiding villages burning houses after houses atichgi hundreds
of men and women;
enticing frightened people to return to villageadfice assuring
safety and then killing them;
carrying men women and youth in trucks and vansitaown
places never to return;
forcing people's heads in-between two branchesettand chopping heads off by
sharp weapons (added)
snatching infants away from mothers' laps dndwing them in rivers (added)
sadistic acts of raping and torturing women ofales from teens
upwards - pattern detailed below;
women rounded up from villages by force, some raethe spot, some carted off to
military camps;
hundreds and hundreds of young girls and womemtakePakistan
armies never to reappeatr;
thousands and thousands of cases of individuahgd| tortures,
rapes, very often in front of family members
assisting non-Bengali local collborators in varioparts of the
country to do such killings and torturedydnis taking a very active role in the
atrocities.
rampant looting by soldiers of property and belowys of
Bengalees;

etc.

Some accounts from Dr. Hasan's study will illugtridite nature of many of the killings
and tortures some of which were unbelievably peedr

In the Baraitala area of Kishoreganj district hietdr of men were lined up with their hands tied with

each others'. Then the captain ordered their gillip brush fire. But as it was difficult to kill soany

by brush fire the men were sat on the rail line aitt special axes their heads were broken to piece
one after another. Thereafter the corpses werdtimesl upon. Those bodies which were still moving
a little were then bayonet-charged. (Hasgm,cit, 7-8).

On June 13 the army called some 150 men, partigilardus, to come to a "meeting" and took them

to the Dhaka cantonment with this pretext. Theyewarddled together under lock and key in three
rooms. Accounts were taken from them individualtpat properties, ornaments and moneys, and
these were looted for seven days at a stretch. fifegnwere taken to the railway station with the
pretext of reaching them to India. Some of themevgamt to their houses on some pretext or other to
bring other members of their families as well.He station four bogies were waiting for these meh a
women old and young and children. The women anldrem were put in two bogies and the men in
the other two. The doors and windows of the bogie closed and closely guarded by armed soldiers



and Beharies. At one time the train started to mé#er moving two kilometers the train stoppedat
culvert of a railway workshop. The inmates of tlogies were then brought down one after another
and their bodies were chopped into two pieces odn swords. Those who tried to flee breaking the
windows were brush-fired upon. (Hasap, cit.10).**

Atrocities on women

e In one village the Pak military entered after anhenge with the liberation forces and started
indiscriminate killing and setting fire to housexlgroperty. They raped an estimated 20 women. As a
typical example of their brutality to women, thause of one Bhanu Begum was set on fire. A number
of Pak soldiers tried to take her inside a room sivel protested. Then the soldiers moved to throw he
one-year-old child in the fire. Then Bhanu Begueldded to the beastly lust of the soldiers and she
was raped repeatedly. Her torture did not end hafeer the rapes she was pressed against thte fire
have parts her body burnt. (Hasap, cit.,p 13)

e As awoman sweeper has described, in the RajartiagePine in Dhaka the soldiers collected with
the help of their local collaborators numerous ypgitls from school, colleges, universities andeeli
areas, confined them and made daily raids on tleemmtiuman torture. The soldiers used to enter the
barracks licking their tongues like dogs and exgirgssavage delight. They used to strip naked every
woman and girl and throw them on the floor by kickthem and then they would start their beastly
rapes. After finishing the rapes they would bite breasts and other flesh of the women and leave
them bleeding. Those who would object would hair threasts torn away and vaginas and anuses
ravaged and torn with gun-butts or bayonefsdit, p 13)

¢ Inthe camp of the Pakistan army at Rajarbag arffieos and soldiers used to hang young girls
naked upside down and forced them to satisfy geival lust in that condition. As these girls cried
out in unspeakable pain the soldiers used to eejbie victory of Pakistan. When a girl thus torture
was pleading for water the soldiers pissed uponTies torture continued upon each woman until the
victim died. Innumerable women died with internahtorrhage in this wayop. cit.p 13)

e The cigarrette factory in Laksham was used as @agélling and torture centre including torturé o
women. Hundreds of housewives and village girlsst@pught in this centre for daily torture and used
to be lined up naked on the railingless roof awddd to march with their two hands raised up Ih fu
public view. pp. cit.p 385)

Dr. Hasan's study reports that the investigatiothefWar Crimes Fact finding
Committee undertaken between July '99 and Dece{f# gives a figure of raped
Bengali women above 450,000. Among these women mang raped and killed at the
same time. Many committed suicide to save theioonMany have left the country and
gone to India. Many have taken refuge in westermtiges with the help of NGOs. The

e ™ An evidence by late Mrs. Anwara Begum, wife o&l&dd. Hafizur Rahman, a central Minister in
Ayub Khan's cabinet and mother of the present wiigét with the family before her death in
December 2000:

"after dusk we used to see unbearable sights fhenfience (seperating her residence
at Dhaka and an army camp in the adjacent buildidg)ruck used to come full of
men. the soldiers used to get these men down ander of soldiers used to stand
and trample upon their chests with boots in raptigrdelight and used to laugh
loudly until the moaning of these men would fade the bodies would be put back
on the truck and the truck would be covered byaaltloth and driven away where |

did not know. It was so painful to bear this sigbven today | startle if | recall this."
(Rahman 2001, p 110)



figure of 450,000 should be an underestimate,asymamong the rape victims have
disappeared in shame never to surface again befankind, or have committed suicide
before getting known as violated.

Many among those raped who became pregnant weughitrto various clinics at Dhaka
with the help of national and foreign NGOs for almr. Among these clinics was the
"Baby Home" directed by Mother Teresa. Mother Taresd also one 250-room hospital
opened in Natore to take care of such cases. Ak®aaumber of abortion and
maternity clinics were opened at Dhanmondi andaadther places under the directionn
of Mr. T. Hossain, Mrs. Hossain, Dr. Nibisha antess. The International Planned
Parenthood Forum of Sweden opened an abortiort atiflew Iskaton in Dhaka.
Children born alive out of the rapes were kephm'tBaby Home", and with the
assistance of CORR, ISS Agency New York, CARE, CBA&8 and different European
governments in particular of the Scandinavian coesitmany western families adopted
such children.

Evidences of extreme perversion of Pakistan army B€ers and soldiers

Dr. Hasan's study presents detailed analysis afdhgre of the sexual assaults by
Pakistani soldiers on Bengali women, and commédnatisthese were so very perverted as
to call for psycho-genetic analysis to discoverdtiminal traits of the regions the
soldiers come from. Research by the War Crimes [Rading Committee reported in the
study reveals other evidences of such perversi@general characteristic of the nature
of killing and torture of Bengalees by the Pakistidiers, very far from standard
"military methods" of killing. Such perverted mettwof killing have included:

- cutting the throats of victims in the Islamic stgle"jabeh™ ("holy sacrifice™), one
after another in front of fearful public, and thariting the bodies into pieces as if to
distribute for a feast after the sacrifice;

- cutting in public view of different parts of thedies of the victims when they are still
alive;

- hanging victims completely naked by the legs witads down, and then peeling off
the bodies from feet down to head, like peelings&fh of a slaughtered animal;

- crushing heads to pieces with blunt weapons andlsimg faces to kill victims;

- putting victims in sacs, closing the sacks andgyhem, and then beating the
victims to death or throwing them in sacs in therr

- ripping off toenails and amputating toes;

- tying victims with rope and killing them by kickinglowing or by other means of
hitting;

- pressing different parts of the victims' body airp of bamboos or in rollers and thus
killing them;

- piercing tummy from one side to the other with bastoor other sharp weapons,
sometimes bringing out all the intestines, or preyopen the chest and tearing out
the heart;

- tying victims and burning them alive in fire;

- throwing victims in boilers to kill them;

- killing by lifting bodies and slamming repeatedtyaénst the floor;



- eftc.

Some other reports

The Pakistani military had forcibly sent back homest foreign journalists prior to its
crackdown seizing their cameras and films. Yet somgageous journalists were able to
smuggle reports of the crackdow so that someHastl accounts by foreigners are
available. Some of these, summarized in Dr. Hadmok (pp 475-479), plus a letter
written from Dhaka on 18 April by an American l&8fully confirm the thrust of the
eye-witness accounts presented in the book. Bynitldle of April international outcry
forced the military to open the doors to East Rakiselectively to foreign journalists
and delegations. A dispatch from the city of Coailly New York Times correspondent
Sydney Schanbero in mid-April 1971 reported on §aki soldiers burning villages with
vultures descending on the bodies of dead peashrits.Stonehouse, British labour
M.P., after his return to London from a trip to Raan April '71 told in a BBC interview
that what had happened in East BengaKes Vietnam look like a tea-pdr{pp. cit., p
491). Anthony Mascarenhas, Assistant Editor ofMteening News Karachi at the time
who was allowed entry into East Pakistan [whernxPard to whom the military
confided their mind, "betrayed” and gave an accofitihe genocide as also the special
hunt to exterminate the Hindu population in theilgagAs Mascarenhas summed up:

"The mass killings in Bangladesh (then East Pakista 1971 vie with the
annihilation of the Soviet POWS, the holocaust agiaihe Jews, and the genocide in
Rwanda as the most concentrated act of genocitteitwentieth century®. And

"the bone-crushing military operation has two distive features. One is what
the authorities like to call the "cleansing processeuphemism for massacre. The other
is the "rehabilitation effort". This is a way ofstzibing the moves to turn East Bengal
into a docile colony of West Pakistan." (Hasan, @p, p 502).

The present writer was given a tape-letter by Dust& Papanek of the Faculty of
Economics at Harvard University which had been sefir. Papanek by Dr. John Rohde
an American engineer at that time working as a ulteust to the Water and Power
Development Authority of East Pakistan. This tagtéel discribes in vivid details
evidences of the ravage of East Bengal by the Rakisilitary as he saw in a tour by
boat of Narayanganj, Khulna, Jessore and Barisisllayp 1971, One of the despatcher's
most poignant descriptions was the plight of stgrth May:

"It was clear from my inquiries in the area thaetbperations have entered a new
phase now. The towns and roads have been seanddhe army is now fanning out

12 Mrs. Edward "Pat Sammel" to tienver Pos{partially reproduced in Hasapp 479-80
13 Anthony Mascarenha€ase Study: Genocide in Bangladesh, 1&Ummary.
(www.gendercide.org/case_bangladesh.html)

14 transcript of the tape is given in Rahmap, cit, pp 89-97.



from the main centres into the villages on a litgrhouse-to-house hunt for hindus.
There will not be a hindu left in this countryhily are left to their own designs — the
hindus will either flee or be killed... In the towsellf | saw evidences of anti-hindu
operations in the form of gutted shops with thated 15”/10” poster stating “under
Martial Law authority”... | asked my guide whatogls these were, and he said that
they were all hindu shops. The operations have geeng on in the Barisal area for
2 or 3 weeks now. To give you a brief rundownetienear Barisal... quite a large

number of hindu villages. On the$tdf May village Kutubdia south of Barisal was
burnt. 1 am told you could see the flames fromigzdr On 280 of April another

hindu village Sikarpur north of Barisal was totaltyrnt. On the 18 of April village
madhabpasha another hindu village was burnt. Was done in retaliation for the
murder of the local maulana who told out on the Aiveeague and hindus in the

area when the army came searching for them. Oliﬁ’ﬂaMay the village of ... near
Faridppur was totally burnt. On the 26th Apriltade of tantali about 3 miles north
of Barisal was badly shot up and burnt from thelgpats that were coming down the

river to take Barisal. On 28 April the village of jalkathi which is on the way
Khulna was totally burnt up. This was a petroledistribution depot, and | am told
the flames could be seen in Barisal 15 miles awag.May 17 another hindu village
called kalashkathi south of Barisal on the way &iudkhali was burnt. On the route
from Barisal to guarnadi which is 22 miles northBxdrisal practically all the hindu

houses along the way were burnt from thi 17 May. As a result there are now
large numbers, almost columns of hindus in fugiin the area. They have
nowhere to go — they cannot get across to the baadndia, they flee in one
direction, find that there are army blocking theiay, and turn and flee in another.
They are being hunted down like animals. Famihethe villages in the area are
each housing from 15 to 20 strangers per housed tAey have barely enough food
to feed their own families let alone the strangers.

Report of the Hamoodur Rahman Commission

The Hamnoodur Rahman Commission Report itself gdeag way in confirming the
savagery of the crackdown and of subsequent gealamperations by the Pakistani
military on unarmed civilians in Bangladesh. Judgirom the fact that this Commission
got its evidence only from the West Pakistani mitand civilian personnel most of
them a party to the military action in East Bergad, therefore, having obvious reason
to cover their action, it was only natural for thesrgrossly understate the extent and
intensity of the war crimes committed. Even sudft'sonfessions” as the Commission
was able to gather from the perpetrators themsélaes already established, as the
Commission has recommended itself, that trialdtonan rights violations of the first
order are in order. Below are some extracts freerGbmmission's repdrt:

e "Lt. Gen. A/AK. Niazi ... stated that "military ten was based on use of force primarily, and atyna
places indiscriminate use of force was resortaghich alienated the public against the Army.
Damage done during those early days of the miléation could never be repaired, and earned for the
military leaders names such as "Changez Khan" Batther of East Pakistan.”

15 \website version. See section on References.



"on the assumption of command | was very much aorecewith the discipline of troops, and on 15th
of April, 1971, that is within four days of my conamd, | addressed a letter to all formations located
in the area and insisted that loot, rape, arsdimdiof people at random must stop and a highdsiesh
of discipline should be maintained.

"When asked about the alleged killing of East Rakisofficers and men during the process of
disarming, the General replied that he had heargtang of the kind but all these things had
happened in the initial stages of the military actbefore his time. ... He admitted that there veere
few cases of rape, ..... He also stated that "ttiisgs do happen when troops are spread over”.

"Another significant statement was made in thisrddy Maj. Gen. Rao Farman Ali, Adviser to the
Governor of East Pakistan, namely: "Harrowing tallesape, loot, arson, harassment, and of insulting
and degrading behaviour were narrated in genarakte. | wrote out an instruction to act as a guid
for decent behaviour and recommended action regdjtiree taken to win over the hearts of the
people. This instruction under General Tikka Khaigsature was sent to Eastern Command. | found
that General Tikka's position was also deliberat@ligermined and his instructions ignored...excesses
were explained away by false and concocted staridgigures.”

"About the use of excessive force on the night betwthe 25th and 26th March 1971, we have a
statement from Brigadier Shah Abdul Qasim ... eodffect that "no pitched battle was fought on the
25th of March in Dacca. Excessive force was usethannight. Army personnel acted under the
influence of revenge and anger during the miligpgration.” It has also been alleged that mortars
were used to blast two Residence Halls, thus cgusinessive casualties.

"Still another significant statement came from Bdger Mian Taskeenuddin ...: "Many junior and
other officers took the law into their own handsléal with the so-called miscreants. There hava bee
cases of interrogation of miscreants which werarfare severe in character than normal and in some
cases blatantly in front of the public. The disiciplof the Pakistani army as was generally undedsto
had broken down. In a command area (Dhoom Ghat)dest September and October miscreants
were killed by firing squads.

"Maj. Gen. Nazar Hussain Shah, GOC 16 Divisionceoled that "there were rumours that Bengalis
were disposed of without trial.” Similarly, BrigadiAbdul Qadir Khan ... Commander 93 (A)...
admitted that "a number of instances of pickin@@epgalis did take place.” Lt. Col. S. S. H. Bokhatri
CO of 29 Cavalry, ..., stated that "In Rangpur téftcers and 30 men were disposed of without trial.
It may have happened in other stations as well.4dmission was also made by Lt. Col. S. M.
Naeem ... CO of 39 Baluch that "innocent peopleavidied by us during sweep operations and it
created estrangement amongst the public.”

" Lt Col. Mansoorul Haqg, GSO-I, Division, ... hasde detailed and specific allegations as follows:
"A Bengali, who was alleged to be a Mukti BahiniAawami Leaguer, was being sent to Bangladesh -
a code name for death without trial, without deginvestigations and without any written order by
any authorised authority.” Indiscriminate killingdalooting could only serve the cause of the engmie
of Pakistan. In the harshness, we lost the sumbdine silent majority of the people of East
Pakistan.... The Comilla Cantt massacre (on 27th/@BMarch, 1971) under the orders of CO 53
Field Regiment, Lt. Gen. Yakub Malik, in which 18Mjali Officers and 915 men were just slain by
a flick of one officer's fingers should suffice @s example.

"There was a general feeling of hatred against Bemgmongst the soldiers and officers including
Generals. There were verbal instructions to eliteitiéindus. In Salda Nadi area about 500 persons
were killed. When the army moved to clear the rarakhs and small towns, it moved in a ruthless
manner, destroying, burning and killing....

"Several civilian officers have also deposed imnalar vein, and it would suffice to quote here the
words of Mr. Mohammad Ashraf, Additional Deputy Qumiissioner, Dacca, ... He stated that "after
the military action the Bengalis were made alientheir own homeland. The life, property, and



honour of even the most highly placed among thene wet safe. People were picked up from their
homes on suspicion and dispatched to Bangladéshmaused to describe summary executions. ....
The victims included Army and Police Officers, messmen, civilian officers etc....There was no
Rule of Law in East Pakistan. A man had no reméltg iwas on the wanted list of the Army.... Army
Officers who were doing intelligence were raw hangisorant of the local language and callous of
Bengali sensibilities."

"About the attitude of senior officers in this b#hBrigadier Igbalur Rehman ..., has alleged that
during his visit to formations in East Pakistan &wah Gul Hassan used to ask the soldiers "how many
Bengalis have you shot?".

"The statements appearing in the evidence of Lk. &0z Ahmed Khan ... who was Commanding
Officer 8 Baluch and then CO 86 Mujahid Battalior also directly relevant. "Brigadier Arbbab also
told me to destroy all houses in Joydepur. To atgertent | executed this order. General Niazi
visited my unit at Thakargaon and Bogra. He asleldaw many Hindus we had killed. In May, there
was an order in writing to kill Hindus. This ordeas from Brigadier Abdullah Malik of 23 Brigade.

"The direct responsibility of the alleged excessed atrocities must, of course, rest on thoseari
and men who physically perpetuated them or knowiagld deliberately allowed them to be so
perpetuated. These officers and men not only shdaeddof discipline... in disobeying the directives
of the Eastern Command and Zonal Martial Law Adstnaior, but also indulged in criminal acts
punishable under the Army Act as well as the onmgittaw of the land.

A new aggravating factor made its appearance ih Badstan in the wake of the military action o th
25th of March 1971, when units of the Pakistan Aumgertook "sweep operations” throughout the
Province to deal with the Awami League insurgeritse Army had to go out into the countryside
without adequate logistic arrangements, and wageted, at least in the early stages of its openati
to take its requirements of food grains and otlsseetial supplies from civilian sources.
Unfortunately, however, the practice appears t@lpersisted even when it became possible to make
proper logistic arrangements. There is evidendbdceffect that civilian shops and stores were &nok
into by the troops without preparing any recordvbat was taken and from where. The need for
commandeering vehicles, foodstuffs, medicines dhdressential supplies can certainly be
appreciated, but this should have been done unpleper method of accounting so that compensation
could be paid on return of normal conditions. Assnoh procedure was adopted, it led to a general
feeling among the troops, including their officémat they were entitled to take whatever they wénte
from wherever they liked. This appears to us tthieegenesis of the looting alleged to have been
indulged in by the Army in East Pakistan

With such evidencé&the HRC concluded:

'8 The following letter to the editor @awn on the Hamoodur Rahman Commission Report by an Air
Commodore (retd) of Pakistan posted in East Pakistduly 1971 confirms the "soft" confession:

To the Editor Dawn,
Karachi, 24 Aug, 2000

"In my opinion the Hamoodur Rahman Commission Reigd®9 per cent correct. | arrived at Dhaka on
July 1, 1971, on posting. What | saw, learnt atiddfiering the period till December is containedhis
report. It is not an accusation, it is truth nardaby the commission.

For the last 28 years historical facts were kegeerecy. But truth cannot be buried, it always esomp.
It's time we purify and clean our morality and taleck of our past mistakes and sins we committede
March 71 operation. It was disgraceful on the pathose who ordered the operation and shamefthen



e "as recommended in Paragraph 7 of Chapter Ill oftR&of the Main Report and in
Paragraph 39 of Chapter Il of Part V of this Suppéntary Report, a high-powered
Court or Commission of Inquiry be set up to in\ggge into persistent allegations of
atrocities said to have been committed by the RakiArmy in East Pakistan during
its operations from March to December, 1971, antdta trials of those who
indulged in these atrocities, brought a bad namth&Pakistan Army and alienated
the sympathies of the local population by theisadftwanton cruelty and immorality
against our own people. The composition of the Couinquiry, if not its
proceedings, should be publicly announced so aatisfy national conscience and
international opinion. The Commission feels thdfisient evidence is now available
in Pakistan for a fruitful inquiry to be undertakenthis regard. As the Government
of Bangladesh has since been recognized by Pakistaay also be feasible to
request the Dacca authorities to forward to thisu@amf Inquiry whatever evidence
may be available with them.

The HRC refers also to accounts it had receiveatrotities including killings and rapes
of Beharis (Muslims who migrated into East Pakisfamm the Indian province of Behar
in 1947) , West Pakistanis and Bengali collabosatdithe army, " in the weeks
preceding the 25 March military crackdown", by wtieg Commission refers to as
"Awami League miscreants" These are mentioned by the Commis&iust in
justification of the atrocities or other crimesegjed to have been committed by the
Pakistani Army during its operations in East Padstbut only to put the record straight
and to enable the allegations to be judged in themrect perspective. The crimes ...
were bound to arouse anger and bitterness in thmelsnof the troops..."The

Commission has rightly presented allegations of @todicities against civilian supporters
of the army seemingly sparked by postponementeoh#tional assembly early in March
1971 which dashed hopes of Bengalees for a negdts#ttlement of their demands, and
the shootings by the Pakistan military on civild@monstrators that had already been
going on. But the "perspective" suggested by th€HRunfortunate, insofar as it
seemingly equates mob atrocities in a state of @mgbtions withatrocities by the
machinery of the state siding with one side inrtbts, and with the military government,

part of those who inflicted atrocities on the inewot looted the brethren and dishonoured womenh&iig
our heads in shame.

To wash away the dirt of 1971 events we must irgitteeccountability and bring the responsible to hook
even in some cases posthumously. | fully endorseitws and recommendations of Air Marshal Nur
Khan (R) (Dawn Aug 19). | believe that the swordAdfh is invisible but it is a symbol of justice."
IQTEDAR ALI KHAN

Air Cdre (Retd)
" The term is a misnomer as these were mob violemcesinsofar as self-determination of East Bengal

was a demand of overwhelming majority of the peaplhe land as the December 1970 election results
showed.



as suggested by the Commission itself, having hniad gesigns for a crackdown in
preference to ceding West Pakistan's control dveeetistern wing.

Failure to bring perpetrators to book

After independence of Bangladesh Sheikh Mujib Hedapportunity of putting the
prisoners of war into trials for human rights viddas on his people. But, perhaps on
considerations of political expediency - e.g. viegvthe recognition of Bangladesh by
Pakistan and the Arab countries, support by theedrfstates of America ( which had
been on the side of the Pakistan military whemihmitted the genocide on Bangladesh )
in reconstructing the country, and return of Beagakpatriates from Pakistan as more
important, he let go this opportunity. This was stnenfortunate not merely because this
denied justice to those who were violated, but nioneamentally because by condoning
such crimes including savage violation of womes tias destroyed the legitimacy of
civilized human conduct including all norms of gendelations thereby inviting the
continuation and ascent of criminal and uncivilizeds in the society, has worked
against restoration of self-esteem and dignitynose who or whose loved ones had been
violated, and has contributed to the internalizaté crimes and violence as such in the
country now completely devoid of minimum law ander for civilized progress. An
International Crimes tribunal Act was passed in3L®# trial of war criminals on the soil
of Bangladesh, but the tribunal was never formed;lack of experience and competent
lawyers, vacillation in deciding about trials ofmaiminals and most of all due to
compulsions of the politics of the subcontinéhtinstead, a tripartite pact was signed
between India, Bangladesh and Pakistan in Apridlidvhich the Government of
Bangladesh agreed not to proceed with the trihefvar criminals and to the return to
Pakistan of the 195 prisoners of war held in Inflidernal collaborators were pardoned
even without the guilts being admitted and pardmrght. | Meanwhile a citizen's
movement had started in 1990 for trial of collaborsof the Pakistani military in the
genocide, led by Mrs. Jahanara Imam, mother oftanviof the Pakistan army. This
movement was joined spontaneously by hundredsoofstinds all over the country. A
'symbolic’ people's trial was conducted under iievement at Dhaka in 1990 to which
people came from remote areas all over the cotntgyve evidence to harrowing acts of
violence by the accused. But the then party in povepresenting "Muslim nationalism”
with political alliance with Islamic fundamentabstesponded negatively to this event by
arresting and jailing the jury of this trial. Itatear that unless taken up by the
international community of conscience the genoodd@angladesh with all its extreme
perversions will stay condoned, only to encouragaes of the first order against
humanity to continue to be committed with impunity.

September 2001

18 (ex-Supreme Court chief Justice Habibur Rahmaategbin Hasamp. ci.,tp 711)
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