Visit to theliteracy movement in Kushtia District.

| visited samples of the on-going literacy workkashtia in the newly
launched ‘national literacy movement’ on 12 andSEptember, and was
impressed by what | saw.

The first day | was met at the Shilpakala Acadefmkwshtia by about 25
youth volunteers- both male and female - in the @n@@nt, most of them
college students. Most of them are active in takitegacy classes in their
respective areas using the method of Professormilhstuq, and reported
very good success results. In general the leaarergraduating to be able
to read and write in about a month’s time. The greaxpressed some worry
about retaining the interest of the learners, logkor newspapers, books
etc. to provide to the fresh learners to sustaair ihterest. | invited them to
think creatively of inviting and encouraging thareers also to write with
their newly acquired writing ability - letters, ihewn life stories and
thoughts on various issues, etc. Old women in@dder may be motivated if
earnestly asked, to write about their life stortbsjr struggles against many
odds, etc., to leave for posterity. Group sesstamsthereafter be organised
to listen to their accounts. New learners can bé&smotivated to write letters
to relatives and friends in distant places, abloeitrnewly acquired literacy
skill, and about other daily life’s issues. Thigigastion spurred the
volunteers to start discussing such ideas, toigedaigenerate more such
ideas, and to get away from the negative feelinthermjuestion of
sustaining the interests of new learners in priactitheir newly learned
literacy.

The message that | tried to give them is that #euld not wait for ideas
and materials to come from outside to sustain estesf the new learners in
cultivating their new learning, but should rely thieir own collective
creative imagination involving the learners thervss) their relatives and
friends and the wider village communities for thigpose. | felt that the
message did have a stimulating effect upon thenteérs.

There were a few youth in the meeting who had Bbjgined the movement
but had come with a curiosity to know more aboig.tA number of them
seemed to have been stimulated by the discussioititde literacy classes
in their own respective areas, some telling mettayt would start this in a
day or two.



The second day | was taken to a number of fiels g witness literacy
classes in session. A room in a house in Kumarkfilidge hosting literacy
classes for 20-25 learners, offered by the ownénehouse; another
similarly given room inJogia Shabji Farm Paravhere two student
volunteers had contributed Taka 700/- each to boiaekboard for the class
similarly of 20- 25 learners; in another househ&f $ame village another
group of about 20 learners; another groupranapara Chairman’s lane
meeting daily for 1 to 1 %2 hours; another groupinapara Anwar Islam’s
Lane and finallyErshadnagar Jailkhana Mowhere 35 learners were
gathering for six days a week in 2-hourly sessiétisof them were
women’s groups, but | was told that there are mgrosips as well in other
villages. In some of the groups | visited, womerowiad completed their
own reading and writing skills were teaching othess fulfilling sight to
watch. On the average they said they were compglegiading and writing
ability in about a month. | asked many to demonsttiaeir skills by reading
from Dr. Ahsanul Haque’s manual and also by writsegtences on the
blackboard, and there was no doubt that they hardtlealthough some were
slower than others in reading out and/or writingniSr villagers gathered
around us as we visited the classes, all seemappyoving the movement
greatly.

The leading volunteers reported that there wereyroémer villages and
urban places where such literacy classes were Ibeildlg and that the
movement was spreading. | sat with them outsideldmsroom in
Ershadnagar. Syeda Habiba, head of a social oagamsvorking with
abandoned children and tBenocommunity in Kushtia who had
accompanied me in this village trip also joinedruthe discussion. She had
no idea previously that such a literacy movemerd g@ng on in Kushtia,
was greatly excited, and said that she would hearsgate literacy classes
with many groups she was acquainted with. Our dsiom with the leading
volunteers underlined the assessment that Kustdraipes to be the first
district in the country to “make it” — i.e. becoradully or near-fully literate
district in the country, may be in one-to-two yedirae [unless the next
‘democratic’ government to come Kkills it or ‘co-epit!] . The youth
volunteers told me that they have this target @rtbwn mind and are active
working out a strategy to accomplish it, adding thay wanted nothing
from outside except encouragement and occasiosiss iy seniors of
standing from outsidéNot an altogether undesirable deal!




[l was reminded of comments | have received otitdracy movement by a
very distinguished and highly respected retirede€hustice of the country’s
Supreme Court, and also by a number of participami discussion on the
movement in a session of the ‘pathak adda’ orgahisethe ALRD at
Dhaka, that the youth of Bangladesh are all ‘spailend anti-social and
cannot be expected to engage in any such patwairk. How wrong the
Dhaka elite are in knowing our youth! And the aigtiished Chief Justice —
poor thing — you have lived an ‘imprisoned’ lifeatlag only with criminals

— how will you ever know our patriotic youth unlgss! step down from
your secluded den and seek them out!]

Before | left Kushtia Syeda Habiba reported to hreg she had had a
discussion on the literacy movement with the MayfoKushtia who had
also welcomed it, and had promised encouragemedtalso support by
way of providing space for holding classes in ptasfere space might not
be available otherwise.

| also met a senior journalist working for a Bem@aily on 14 September
when | was visiting the Tagore Kuthibari in She&hd, and briefed him on
the movement, inviting him to visit the movemend avrite on it, both by
way of short columns for newspapers and also irtkdegports for
publication elsewhere. He showed keen interestpamehised he would get
in touch with Syeda Habiba, whom he knew personadlyvork out a plan
to visit the movement and write about it. Perhamoane stage some
poverty research agency like RIB might wish toiggbuch with him to
work out with him an undertaking to write in sonmegpth for the
Gonogobeshonhulletin on the exciting literacy movement in Kuaht
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Postcript: About a week after returning from KuaHtgot a mobile call
from Syeda Habiba, reporting that she has staite@dty classes with 10
unlettered workers in Kushtia city, and is mobrgivolunteers for more.



